
From Brainstorm to Brilliance:

Writing better essays



The Basics: The 5 
Friends
A helpful framework for approaching assessments



Where do I start?

How do I get going?

How do I get unstuck?

How do I make it good?



Your 5 friends

Brainstormer Hunter-
Gatherer

Architect Builder Judge



The Brainstormer

• explores ideas

• dreams up possible directions

What is the assessment question asking?

What do you already know?

What gaps do you need to fill?

No idea is too wild right now!



The Hunter-Gatherer
• seeks resources

• finds the material you need to answer your 
question

What search terms are best?

What resources could you use?

What resources are actually helpful?

What resources are good quality?

What do you need to gather from each resource?



The Architect

• organises ideas

• structures your assignment

What structure works best for this assignment?

How can you group the ideas?

How can I order the ideas?

How can I balance the ideas?

What ideas should be left out?



The Builder
• Constructs the draft

• Follows the plan one paragraph at a time

• Trims and strengthens



The Judge
• edits your work

• trims and strengthens

• proofreads

Have you answered the question?

Have you met the criteria? Check the rubric!

How strong are your arguments?

What can you trim and sharpen?

Proofread for errors and double-check citations



Writing better essays
Moving beyond the basics



Make sure you are doing what you’re 
asked to do

• Are you really answering the assessment question?

• Are you meeting the criteria? 
• Aim for the A range in the rubric

• Use quality sources 
• Use the CADO’s bibliography



An essay is your opinion about a little bit of subject,
 in which you use evidence to support your opinion. 

• All that research gives you evidence – but what is your 
opinion? 

• What points will you need to make to support your opinion? 



Intuitive / Structured



Introduction
What will my 

essay be about?

Introduce - Why is this topic interesting 
from the perspective of the 
discipline/field? 

Focus - As necessary, indicate relevant 
debate, previous research, problem, 
definitions, etc.

Structure - Tell the reader the sequence 
of your sections/ issues in the body of 
your essay 

Indicate - Indicate your answer to the 
underlying question



Conclusion
What has my 

essay been about?

Draw together your findings from each 
section of your argument

State your conclusion based on your 
findings 

Consider the implications of your 
evaluation for the wider subject 



Introduction
What will my 

essay be about?

Conclusion
What has my 

essay been about?

Body Paragraph 1  

Body Paragraph 2 

Body Paragraph 3 





Introduction
What will my 

essay be about?

Conclusion
What has my 

essay been about?

Body Paragraph 1  

Body Paragraph 2 

Body Paragraph 3 
10% 10%

2000 words

+/- 10%

Minimum = 1800
Maximum = 2200

= 200 = 200
Approx. 500 each

Assigning Word Count 

Approx. 500 each

Approx. 500 each











Introduction
What will my 

essay be about?

Conclusion
What has my 

essay been about?

Context

Themes 

Contribution

Impact

1 2 3

10% 10%



Let’s plan an essay!



Critiquing an essay



• Main Point

• Evidence

• Analysis

• Link back to your argument

MEAL plan for paragraphs



• Main Point
the big idea or claim of the 
paragraph

• Evidence
specific examples that support your 
main point

• Analysis
commentary about the evidence; 
why/how does your evidence 
support your main point?

• Link back to your argument
connect back to your main idea / 
transition to the next paragraph



A Silly Example – 

Pirates are valuable participators in human history and continue to contribute 

positively to society today. Stevenson goes as far as to suggest that had pirates 

not served as a central component of our nation's history, contemporary society 

would have failed to exist as we know it.1 Popular sporting activities, intercultural 

social relations, corporate financial management, and men’s fashion are all 

recognized as areas which pirates have constructively contributed to throughout 

the years. In particular, water-based sporting coaches have globally depended 

upon pirate expertise to discover the way in which not to teach Olympic level 

diving to new athletes. The life experiences of pirates continue to serve as 

valuable resources for contemporary society, thus it is paramount that pirate 

studies not be erased from our school’s curriculum. This knowledge needs to be 

preserved for the benefit of future generations. 
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Get your referencing and formatting right
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