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CONTENT OVERVIEW

AP 2015

Lesson 1

Distinctive features of John’s Gospel
The authorship of John’s Gospel

The purpose of John’s Gospel

The nature and function of the prologue
Exposition of John 1:1-18

Lesson 2

Exposition of John 1:19-51

The structure of 1:19-12:50: Jesus’ work in the world
The role of John the Baptist in the Gospel of John
Historical reliability and John’s Gospel

Recent trends in the interpretation of John’s Gospel

Lesson 3

Exposition of John 2:1-25

‘My time has not yet come’

The symbolism of the miracle at Cana
Jesus, the true temple

The composition of John’s Gospel

Lesson 4

Exposition of 3:1-36

Born of water and the Spirit

Eternal life

Sacramentalism in the Gospel of John

Date and place of writing of the Gospel of John

Lesson 5

Jews and Samaritans
Exposition of John 4:1-54
Jesus, the Saviour of the world
Signs and faith

Lesson 6

Shepherds of Israel: the background
Exposition of 10:1-21

Exposition of 10:22-39

‘The Jews’ in the Fourth Gospel
The church in the Fourth Gospel

Lesson 7

The pivotal role of chapters 11-12 in the Gospel of John
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Exposition of 11:1-44
Jesus, the resurrection and the life
Exposition of 11:45-54

Lesson 8

Mary anoints Jesus’ feet (11:55-12:11)

Jesus’ triumphal entry to Jerusalem (12:12-19)

Greek pilgrims seek Jesus (12:20-36)

Jewish unbelief and Jesus’ final word to them (12:37-50)

Lesson 9

The structure of 13:1-20:31: Jesus’ return to the Father
The Last Supper: the chronological problem

The foot washing and its significance (13:1-17)
Predictions of betrayal (13:18-30)

Lesson 10

The nature of Jesus’ farewell discourse

Exposition of 13:31-14:14

The significance of Jesus’ use of the term Paraklétos
Exposition of 14:15-31

Lesson 11

Background to Jesus’ teaching on the true vine
Exposition of 15:1-17

Exposition of 15:18-16:4

Witness in the Gospel of John

Lesson 12

Exposition of 16:5-15

The work of the Counsellor vis-a-vis the world
Exposition of 16:16-24

Exposition of 16:25-33

The Role of the Spirit in John’s Gospel

ASSESSMENT TASKS AND DUE DATES
1. Participation in Online Discussion Forum/Tutorials

a. English Exegesis Option

Learning Outcomes: 1,2,5

Due Dates: Midnight Sunday end of Semester Weeks 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12
Percentage Weighting:  15%

Word Count: As specified below

In lessons 2, 4, 6, 8, 10 and 12 you will find Assessment Exercises which require you to
post a response of not more than 200 words on the Online Discussion Forum to a
guestion about some aspect of that lesson. In addition to your initial posting, you will be
required to make at least one further posting of at least 50 words which interacts with
what your online tutor and other students have said. The second posting for each
assessment exercise must be within 7 calendar days of the due date for the initial

posting.
b. Greek Exegesis Option
Learning Outcomes: 1,2,5,6
Due Dates: Midnight Sunday end of Semester Weeks 2 and 4 (Part a).
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Parts b and c to be set by tutor
Percentage Weighting:  20%
Word Count: As specified below

This assessment consists of three parts:

i.  Two postings on the online forums.
You will need to post a response to the discussion forum Assessment Exercises
in lesson 2 & 4 along with the students doing the English Exegesis option. See
above for details about what is required. This will make up 5% of your grade.

i.  Four live Greek tutorials.
You will participate in 4 online audio tutorials with a Greek tutor where you will
read and translate from the Greek text and discuss textual and grammatical
insights. These sessions will be based around set passages from John’s Gospel
and will operate live using Laidlaw’s Adobe Connect Pro online conferencing
tool. Your tutor will advise you of the details for these tutorials.

iii.  Two translations from the Greek text.
For two of the four tutorials you will submit a written translation. The first will be
a more critical translation and will include notes. The second will be a more
dynamic equivalent translation. These translations and your participation in the
four tutorials will make up 15% of your grade.

2. An Exegetical Essay

a. English Exegesis Option

Learning Outcomes: 1,3,4,5

Due Dates: Midnight Sunday end of Semester Week 9
Percentage Weighting: 45%

Word Count: 2500

You are required to write an exegetical essay on ONE of the passages listed below.
Further details of what is expected in your exegetical essay are included with the
course materials. In addition, the processes and structure outlined in the Biblical
Interpretation (111) course will be helpful. You should include in your essay some
reflection upon the significance of the chosen passage for Christian life and ministry today.

i. John 4:19-26

ii. John11:17-28

ii.  John 15:1-12

b. Greek Exegesis Option

Learning Outcomes: 1,3,4,5,6
Due Dates: Midnight Sunday end of Semester Week 9
Percentage Weighting: 45%
Word Count: 2000

e You are to write your own translation of one of the passages below. Any major
textual variants should be highlighted with footnotes. The translation section does
not count towards the word count of the essay.

e You are required to write an exegetical essay on the chosen passage. Further details
of what is expected in your exegetical essay are included with the course materials.
In addition, the processes and structure outlined in the Biblical Interpretation (111)
course will be helpful. You should include in your essay some reflection upon the
significance of the chosen passage for Christian life and ministry today.

i. John 4:19-26
ii. John11:17-28
ii.  John 15:1-12
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3. A Topical Essay

Learning Outcomes: 1,2,3

Due Dates: Midnight Sunday End of Study Week 1
Percentage Weighting: 40% (English Option) 35% (Greek Option)
Word Count: 2000

Write an essay on one of the following topics

i.  The theology of the Holy Spirit in John
i.  The Christology of John, with special reference to the “| am” sayings

iii. Jesus and the Temple in John

CRITERIA FOR ASSESSMENT
Participation in Online Discussion Forum: English Exegesis Option
Before beginning your first online discussion, please see the grading grid (rubric) on the
“online discussion grading guide and indicative mid-semester feedback” for further details
on how these criteria will be applied.

Engagement with material
Constructive engagement with others
Structure and presentation
Timeliness

Participation in Online Discussion Forum: Greek Exegesis Option
The first two forums will be graded as for the English Exegesis option above (5% of grade).
The other two parts will be assessed against the following:

Participation: Quality of participation in the tutorials, including timely presentation of
translation samples and insightfulness in discussion.

Accurate Translation: That the translation is true to the Hebrew text.

Critical Notes: That the translation is well supported with notes.

Textual Analysis: Key textual issues, such as syntactical constructions and
manuscript variants, are identified and incorporated into the translation.
Contemporary Appropriateness: That the translation reads well for English speakers
in NZ today.

Exegetical Essay

Utilisation of appropriate tools and resources (commentaries and other academic
studies of John’s Gospel)

Clarity and depth of analysis

Demonstration of exegetical competence in handling the text

Thoughtful application.

Communication and Presentation: Clarity, format, spelling, grammar; annotation and
bibliography.

For the Greek Exegesis option, the following criterion is added:

Accuracy of translation from the Greek text, and appropriate application of language

insights to the exegetical task

Topical Essay

Utilisation of appropriate tools and resources, including engagement with the text of

John’s Gospel.

Engagement with the topic.

Clarity and depth of analysis.

Coherence, development and presentation of argument.

Communication and presentation: Clarity, format, spelling and grammar; annotation
and bibliography
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LEARNING HOURS

Task English Option Greek Option

Engagement with Course Materials 60 hours 60 hours

Online Discussion Forum/Tutorials 15 hours 20 hours

Exegetical Essay 40 hours 40 hours

Topical Essay 35 hours 30 hours

Total: 150 hours 150 hours
TEXTBOOKS

The primary text for this subject is the Gospel of John itself. Students should read the text
through at one sitting during the first week of study, and continue to immerse themselves in
the text by studying in detail the portions allocated for each lesson.

The required textbook for this course is:
Carson, D.A. The Gospel According to John. Leicester: IVP, 1991.

The following are highly recommended:
Kruse, C.G. The Gospel According to John. Leicester: IVP, 2003.
Moloney, F.J. The Gospel of John. Collegeville, Minnesota: Liturgical, 1998.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

The following additional resources include both books and articles, many of which will be able
to be sourced from Laidlaw’s online journal databases:

Anderson, Paul N. "The having-sent-me father: aspects of agency, encounter, and irony in
the Johannine father-son relationship." Semeia 85 (1999): 33-57.

. The Christology of the Fourth Gospel: Its Unity and Disunity in the Light of John 6.
Valley Forge: Trinity, 1996.

Anderson, Paul N., Felix Just S.J., Tom Thatcher. John, Jesus and History, Volume 1:
Critical Appraisals of Critical Views. Atlanta: Society of Biblical Literature, 2007.

Anderson, Paul N., Felix Just S.J., Tom Thatcher. John, Jesus and History, Volume 2:
Aspects of Historicity in the Fourth Gospel. Atlanta: Society of Biblical Literature,
20009.

Ashton, J., (ed.). The Interpretation of John. 2nd ed. London: T & T Clark, 1997.

Ashton, John (2007). Understanding the Fourth Gospel. Oxford: Clarendon, 2007.

Attridge, Harold W. “Genre bending in the Fourth Gospel.” JBL 121 (2002): 3-21.

Aune, David E., ed. The Blackwell Companion to the New Testament. Chichester, U.K;;
Malden, MA: Wiley-Blackwell, 2010. E-book.

Balfour, G. "Is John's Gospel Anti-Semitic?" TynB 48 (1997): 369-72.
Ball, D. "Some Recent Literature on John: A Review Article." Themelios 18 (1993): 13-18.

Bammel, Ernst. "The Farewell Discourse of the Evangelist John and its Jewish Heritage."
TynB 44, no. 1 (1993): 103-16.

143.615 New Testament: John Course Assessment and Delivery Outline — Distance Learning



Barrett, C. K. The Gospel According to St John. 2nd ed. Philadelphia: Westminster Press,
1978.

. Essays on John. London: SPCK, 1982.
Barus, Armand. “The Structure of the Fourth Gospel.” AJT 21 (2007): 96-111.

Bauckham, Richard, and Carl Mosser. The Gospel of John and Christian Theology. Grand
Rapids/Cambridge: Eerdmans, 2008.

Bauckham, Richard. "Historiographical Characteristics of the Gospel of John." NTS 53
(2007): 17-36.

. Gospel of Life, Theology in the Fourth Gospel. Peabody MT: Hendrickson, 1991.

. Jesus and the Eyewitnesses: The Gospels as Eyewitness Testimony. Grand
Rapids: Eerdmans, 2006.

. The Gospels for All Christians: Rethinking the Gospel Audiences. Grand Rapids:
Eerdmans, 1998.

. The Testimony of the Beloved Disciple: Narrative, History and Theology in the
Gospel of John. Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2007.

Beale, G. K. John’s Use of the Old Testament in Revelation. Sheffield, England: Sheffield
Academic Press, 1998. E-book.

Beasley-Murray, G.R. Gospel of Life, Theology in the Fourth Gospel. Peabody MT:
Hendrickson, 1991.

. John. Waco: Word, 1987.

Beirne, Margaret M. Women and Men in the Fourth Gospel: A Genuine Discipleship of
Equals. Sheffield, England: Sheffield Academic Press, 2003. E-book.

Bennema, Cornelis. “A Theory of Character in the Fourth Gospel with Reference to Ancient
and Modern Literature.” Bibint 17 (2009): 375-421.

. “The character of John in the fourth Gospel.” JETS 52 (2009): 271-84.

. “The Identity and Function of oi ”loudaiol in the Gospel of John.” TynB 60 (2009):
239-63.

. “oi 'loudaiol [hoi loudaioi, the Jews] in John.” TynB 60 (2009): 239-63.

Billington, A. "The Paraclete and Mission in the Fourth Gospel." In Mission and Meaning,
edited by A. Billington, T. Lane and M. Turner, 90-115. Carlisle: Paternoster Press,
1995.

Bird, Michael F. Jesus and the Origins of the Gentile Mission. London, UK; New York, NY:
T&T Clark, 2006. E-book.

Blomberg, Craig. The Historical Reliability of John's Gospel: Issues and Commentary.
Leicester: Apollos, 2001.

Boersma, Hans. "A New Age Love Story: Worldview and Ethics in the Gospel of John." CTJ
38 (2003): 103-19.
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Borgen, Peter. "John 6: Tradition, Interpretation and Composition." In From Jesus to John:
Essays on Jesus and New Testament Christology in Honour of Marinus de Jonge,
edited by Martinus C. De Boer, 268-91. Sheffield: JSOT Press, 1993.

Brown, R.E. The Gospel According to John. 2 vols. Garden City: Doubleday, 1966.

Brown, Raymond. The Community of the Beloved Disciple. London: Geoffrey Chapman,
1979.

Bruce, F.F. The Gospel of John. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1983.
Bryan, Steven M. "The Eschatological Temple in John 14." BBR 15 (2005): 187-98.
Bultmann, R. The Gospel of John. Oxford: Blackwell, 1971.

Burge, G.M. The Anointed Community: The Holy Spirit in the Johannine Tradition. Grand
Rapids: Eerdmans, 1987.

. The NIV Application Commentary: John. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2000.

Burge, Gary M. Interpreting the Gospel of John. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1992.

. "Territorial Religion, Johannine Christology, and the Vineyard of John 15." In Jesus
of Nazareth: Lord and Christ, edited by J.B. Green, and Max Turner, 384-96. Grand
Rapids: Eerdmans, 1994.

Burkett, D. The Son of Man in the Gospel of John. Sheffield: JSOT Press, 1991.

Carson, D. A. "Selected Recent Studies of the Fourth Gospel." Themelios 14 (1989): 57-64.

. The Gospel According to John. Leicester/Grand Rapids: IVP/Eerdmans, 1991.

———. “Syntactical and Text-critical Observations on John 20:30-31: One More Round on
the Purpose of the Fourth Gospel.” JBL 124 (2005): 693-714.

Carter, Warren. John: Storyteller, Interpreter, Evangelist. Peabody, MA: Hendrickson, 2006.

Charlesworth, James H. “The Historical Jesus in the Fourth Gospel: A Paradigm Shift?”
Journal for the Study of the Historical Jesus 8 (2010): 3-46.

Cho, Sumkin. Jesus as Prophet in the Fourth Gospel. Sheffield: Sheffield Phoenix, 2006.

Conway, Colleen M. “Speaking Through Ambiguity: Minor Characters in the Fourth
Gospel.” Bibint 10 (2002): 324-41.

Cowan, Christopher. “The Father and Son in the Fourth Gospel: Johannine subordination
revisited.” JETS 49 (2006): 115-35.

Croy, Clayton N. “The Messianic Whippersnapper: Did Jesus Use a Whip on People in the
Temple (John 2:15)?” JBL 128 (2009): 555-68.

Culpepper, R. A. "The Plot of John's Story of Jesus." Interpretation 49 (1995): 347-58.

Culpepper, R. A., and C. C. Black (eds). Exploring the Gospel of John. Louisville:
Westminster John Knox Press, 1996.

Culpepper, R. Alan. Anatomy of the Fourth Gospel; A Study in Literary Design.
Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1983.
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D'Angelo, Mary Rose. "Intimating deity in the gospel of John: theological language and
"father" in "prayers of Jesus"." Semeia 85 (1999): 59-82.

Davies, M. Rhetoric and Reference in the Fourth Gospel. Sheffield: JISOT Press, 1992.

Dennis, John. "Jesus' Death in John's Gospel: A Survey of Research from Bultmann to the
Present with Special Reference to the Johannine Hyper-Texts." CBR 4, no. 3
(2006): 331-63.

Dodd, C.H. The Interpretation of the Fourth Gospel. Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press, 1968.

Dumbrell, W.J. "The Spirit in John's Gospel." In Explorations 5: Spirit of the Living God,
edited by B. G. Webb, 77-93. Homebush West, NSW: Lancer Books, 1991.

Dunn, J.D.G. "Let John be John." In The Gospel and the Gospels, edited by P
Stuhlmacher, 293-322. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1991.

Edwards, Ruth B. Discovering John. London: SPCK, 2003.

Ellis, Peter F. “Understanding the Concentric Structure of the Fourth Gospel.” St Vladimir's
Theological Quarterly 47 (2003): 131-54.

English, Adam c. "Feeding imagery in the Gospel of John: uniting the physical and the
spiritual.” Perspectives in Religious Studies 28, no. 3 (2001): 203-14.

Epp, E.J. "Wisdom, Torah, Word: The Johannine Prologue and the Purpose of the Fourth
Gospel." In Current Issues in Biblical and Patristic Interpretation, edited by G.F.
Hawthorne, 128-46. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1975.

Green, J.B., S. McKnight, S and I. H. Marshall IH (eds). Dictionary of Jesus and the
Gospels. Leicester: IVP, 1992.

Green, Joel (ed). Hearing the New Testament: Strategies for Interpretation. Grand Rapids:
Eerdmans Paternoster, 1995.

Hagner, Donald Alfred. The New Testament: A Historical and Theological Introduction.
Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2012. E-book.

Harrington, Daniel J. Historical Dictionary of Jesus. Lanham, MD: Scarecrow Press, 2010.
E-book.

Keener, C.S. The Gospel of John: A Commentary. 2 vols. Peabody: Hendrickson, 2003.

Kinzer, Mark. "Temple Christology in the Gospel of John." In SBL 1988 Seminar Papers,
447-63. Atlanta: Scholars Press, 1988.

Koester, Craig, and Reimund Bieringer. The Resurrection of Jesus in the Gospel of John.
Tldbingen, Germany: Mohr Siebeck, 2008. E-book.

Koester, C.R. Symbolism in the Fourth Gospel. Minneapolis: Fortress Press, 1995.

Kostenberger, A. J. “The Destruction of the Second Temple and the Composition of the
Fourth Gospel.” TrinJ 26 (2005): 205-42.

. Encountering John: the Gospel in Historical, Literary and Theological Perspective.
Grand Rapids: Baker, 1999.
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Lindars, B. Behind the Fourth Gospel. London: SPCK, 1971.

. John. Sheffield: JSOT Press, 1990.
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