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CONTENT OVERVIEW: 

The existence and nature of the triune God; biblical overview of the person and ministry of the Holy 
Spirit; God in creation and providence; the problem of evil; humans made in the image of God; the 
nature and origins of sin; dialogue with some contemporary and scientific reflections on creation 
and humanity; angels and powers and principalities.  
 
At the end of the course students will be able to:  

1. Give evidence of wide reading about, and critically appropriate theological engagement 
with, the doctrines of God, creation, anthropology and pneumatology. 

2. Show evidence of a deepening understanding and appropriately critical application of 
theological method.  

3. Formulate a discerning theological response to some contemporary discussion of God, 
creation and humanity. 

COURSE SCHEDULE 

Semester 
Week 

Week start Topic  Assessment 
Task 

Word 
count 

Due date % 
Final 
grade 

1 27/11/17 The Nature 
and 
Attributes of 
God Part 1 

    

2 4/12/17 The Nature 
and 
Attributes of 
God Part 2 

Discussion 
Forum 

200+50 10/12/17 1/6 of 
20% 

3 11/12/17 The Holy 
Spirit Part 1 

    

4 18/12/17 The Holy 
Spirit Part 2 

Discussion 
Forum 

200+50 24/12/17 1/6 of 
20% 

5 25/12/17 The Triune 
God Part 1 

Discussion 
Forum 

200+50  1/6 of 
20% 

6 1/1/18 The Triune 
God Part 2 

Essay 2000 7/1/18 35% 

7 8/1/18 God and the 
World: 
Creation 

  14/1/18  

8 15/1/18 God and the 
World: 
Providence 

  21/1/18  

9 22/1/18 Providence 
and 
Theodicy 

Discussion 
Forum 

200+50 28/1/17 1/6 of 
20% 
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10 29/1/18 Humanity as 
Created 

Discussion 
Forum 

200+50 4/2/18 1/6 of 
20% 

11 5/2/18 Humanity as 
Fallen: Sin 
Part 1 

    

12 
 

12/2/18 Humanity as 
Fallen: Sin 
Part 2 

Discussion 
Forum 
 
Research 
Essay 

200+50 
 
 
 
3500 

18/2/18 
 
 
 

1/6 of 
20% 
 
 
45% 

 
 
Notes:  

1. The standard course schedule has been compressed for summer school.  There is no 
break, even over the Christmas/New year period.  We recommend you plan to do your work 
well in advance of days you intend to take off. 

2. The library will be open 8am-5pm except over the period from 23/12/17 to 7/1/18. Loan 
periods will be adjusted to compensate for the closure.  Please ensure you obtain any 
resources required for the assignment before the close down. 

3. Academic support will be available every weekday except the statutory holidays.  You will 
be advised on who to contact. 

 

LEARNING HOURS 

Course materials, readings and reflection 70 hours 
Discussion forum 15 hours 
Essay – Holy Spirit 25 hours  
Research essay 40 hours 
Total 150 hours 

ASSESSMENT TASKS DETAILS 

1. Discussion Forums 

Length: 200 words per initial post, at least 50 words 
for response posts. 

Percentage weighting of final grade: 20% 
Due date: 11.55 pm Sunday, end of weeks 2, 4, 5, 9, 10 

and 12. 
Learning outcomes: 1, 2, 3 
Learning hours: 15 
 

Discussion forums will require you to engage with various themes and topics. The purpose is to 
create an opportunity for students to discuss aspects of the course in a well-informed but informal 
way. 
 
Typically you will be required to prepare an initial post in response to a reading and/or some 
question/s. Over the 7 days following your initial post, you are to engage in genuine conversation 
with one or two other students by posting response(s) to what they have written, and either 
responding to those who have commented on what you have written, or entering into any further 
dialogue about the topic.  Specific instructions will accompany each discussion forum. 
 
As a minimum requirement to pass this assessment task, in addition to your initial post you need to 
respond to at least one other student’s post, but you are encouraged to have a meaningful and 
constructive dialogue with others. 
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A link to further details about expectations for discussions online, and their grading, can be found 
within each discussion forum on Moodle. 
 
Criteria for Assessment (major criteria are in bold.) 

1. Engagement with 
material 

Comments show excellent understanding of the topic. 
Reasoning and connections are clearly articulated. 

2. Constructive 
engagement with 
others 

Meaningful contribution to the online community is shown by 
both considering and responding to issues raised by others in 
a timely way, using thought provoking questions as 
appropriate. 

3. Structure and 
presentation 

Clear, well-formed structure. Accurate spelling and grammar.  
Concise writing. 

2. Essay – Holy Spirit 

Length: 2000 words 
Percentage weighting of final grade: 35% 
Due dates: 11.55PM Sunday end of Semester Week 6 
Learning outcomes: 1, 2 
Learning hours: 20 

 
Write an essay on the Holy Spirit.  In your essay, explore the place of the Holy Spirit within the 
Trinity.  Also, explore how the Holy Spirit acts within the world, and in both Christian and non-
Christian lives. 
 
As a guideline, in your essay, refer to at least six scholarly sources such as books or academic 
journal articles. 

 
Criteria for Assessment (major criteria are in bold) 

 

Coverage of topic Insightful and accurate description of the Holy Spirit 
within the Trinity, and balanced discussion of the 
action of the Holy Spirit in the world an in peoples’ 
lives, demonstrating advanced theological 
understanding. 

Effective interaction 
with literature 

Suitable choice of scholarly material to research, and 
critical interaction with this.  Material is appropriately 
referenced. 

Structure and 
presentation 

Clear grammar and language use, overall coherence, 
correct referencing 

3. Research Essay 

Length: 3500 words 
Percentage weighting of final grade: 45% 
Due dates: 11.55 pm Sunday at end of Week 12 
Learning outcomes: 1, 2, 3 
Learning hours: 40 

 
Write an essay in which you research, and write about one of the following three topics: 

a) Does a loving God exist?  In your answer, consider the problem of evil.  Refer to the 
witness of Israel and the Church, as well as the arguments given by philosophers and 
theologians.  Address the views of at least one of the following groups: atheists, agnostics 
or pantheists.  
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b) What is sin and where does it come from? In your discussion, consider Scripture, church 
traditions, and the work of recent theologians.  Also consider individual and societal 
elements. 

c) What does it mean to be made in the image of God?  Discuss in the light of contemporary 
concerns, artificial intelligence, virtual reality and evolutionary history.  

 
As a guideline, in your essay refer to around 12-15 resources, at least 9 of which should be 
scholarly sources such as books or academic journal articles (including the readings provided with 
your course materials).  The others may be lighter sources such as news and magazine articles (or 
their online equivalent). 

  
Criteria for Assessment (major criteria are in bold) 
 

Essay addresses 
the question 

Chosen topic is critically examined and effectively 
explored.  All aspects of the question are addressed. 

Advanced 
theological 
method used 

Key theological issues raised by the question are engaged 
with through the proficient use of Scripture, experience, 
reason and tradition.  Demonstrated ability to analyse, 
critically evaluate and compare different positions. 

Research 
resources 
skilfully used 

Appropriate readings are used as sources in support of the 
essay arguments, in demonstrating an advanced 
understanding of the topic, and in critically evaluating a 
range of perspectives. 

Structure and 
presentation 

Clear grammar and language use, overall coherence, correct 
referencing. 

 
 

TEXTBOOKS: 

Required text: 

Erickson, Millard J. Christian Theology. 3rd ed.  Grand Rapids: Baker, 2013.  
This edition is available as an E-book from the Laidlaw Library. 

NOTES 

 All assignments need to be presented according to the Laidlaw College “Guidelines for 
Written Assignments”. 

 Assignments are to be submitted to Moodle no later than 11.55pm on the due date, unless 
otherwise noted. 

 Assignments must comply with the standards set out for assessment in Laidlaw College’s 
“General Information and Regulations”. 

 Please see these regulations for guidance on extension requests, submission of late work, 
and plagiarism. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY: 

General Theology and Reference.   
These texts will be helpful for any other theology studies you do. 

Alexander, T. Desmond. and Brian S. Rosner, eds. New Dictionary of Biblical Theology. 
Downers Grove: IVP, 2000. 

Dyrness, William A. and Veli-Matti Karkkainen, eds. Global Dictionary of Theology. Downers 
Grove: InterVarsity, 2008. 
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Ferguson, Sinclair B. and David F. Wright, eds. New Dictionary of Theology. Leicester: IVP, 
1988. 

Grenz, Stanley J. Theology for the Community of God. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2000. 

Gunton, Colin E. The Cambridge Companion to Christian Doctrine. Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press, 1997. 

Jenson, Robert W. Systematic Theology Vol. 1, The Triune God. New York: Oxford 
University Press, 1997. 

Jones, Gareth, ed. The Blackwell Companion to Modern Theology. Oxford, UK; Malden, MA: 
Blackwell Publishing, 2004. E-book. 

Karkkainen, Veli-Matti  The Doctrine of God: A Global Introduction. Grand Rapids: Baker, 
2004. 

Kristiansen, Ståle Johannes and Svein Rise, eds. Key Theological Thinkers: From Modern to 
Postmodern. Farnham, Surrey, UK; Burlington, VT: Ashgate, 2013. E-book. 

Lacoste, Jean-Yves, ed. Encyclopedia of Christian Theology. New York: Routledge, 2005. E-
book. 

McFarlane, Ian, David Fergusson, Karen Kilby, and Iain Torrance, eds. The Cambridge 
Dictionary of Christian Theology. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 2011. 
E-book. 

McGrath, Alister E. Christian Theology: An Introduction. Chichester, West Sussex: Wiley, 
2011. E-book. 

______. Theology: The Basic Readings. Oxford: Blackwell, 2008. 

______. Theology: The Basics. Malden, MA: Wiley-Blackwell, 2012. E-book. 

McGowan, A. T. B., ed. Always Reforming: Explorations in Systematic Theology. Leicester: 

InterVarsity, 2006. 

McIntosh, Mark Allen. Divine Teaching: An Introduction to Christian Theology. Oxford: 
Blackwell, 2008. 

McKim, Donald K. Westminster Dictionary of Theological Terms. Louisville, KY: Westminster 
John Knox Press, 1996. E-book. 

Migliore, Daniel M. Faith Seeking Understanding: An Introduction to Christian Theology, second 
edition. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 2004. 

Patte, Daniel, ed. The Cambridge Dictionary of Christianity. Cambridge, UK; New York: 
Cambridge University Press, 2010. E-book. 

Rayment-Pickard, Hugh. 50 Key Concepts in Theology. London, UK: Andrews UK Ltd, 2007. 
E-book. 

 

The Attributes of God 

Beilby, James K. and Paul R. Eddy. Divine Foreknowledge: Four Views. Downers Grove: 
IVP, 2001. 

Fiddes, Paul S. The Creative Suffering of God. Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1988. 

Gray, Tony. ‘God Does Not Play Dice.’  Themelios vol. 24 no. 2 (1999); 21-34.  

Gunton, Colin E. Christ and Creation. Grand Rapids: Paternoster Press, 1992. 

______. Act and Being: Towards a Theology of the Divine Attributes. London: SCM Press, 
2002. 

Hick, John. Evil and the God of Love. Basingstoke, UK: Palgrave Macmillan, 2010. E-book. 
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Johnson, Elizabeth A. She Who Is: The Mystery of God in Feminist Theological Discourse. 
New York: Crossroad, 2002. 

Long, D Stephen, and George Kalantzis, eds. The Sovereignty of God Debate. Eugene, OR: Wipf 
& Stock Publishers, 2009. 

Pinnock, Clark H.  Most Moved Mover: a Theology of God’s Openness. Carlisle: Paternoster, 
2001. 

Schweitzer, William. God is a Communicative Being: Divine Communicativeness and 
Harmony in the Theology of Jonathan Edwards. London, UK: Continuum International 
Publishing, 2012. E-book. 

Wright, N. T. Evil and the Justice of God. London, UK: SPCK, 2006. E-book. 

 

Pneumatology 

Bloesch, Donald G. The Holy Spirit: Works and Gifts. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 2000. 

Briggman, Anthony. Irenaeus of Lyons and the Theology of the Holy Spirit. Oxford, New 
York: Oxford University Press, 2012. E-book. 

Kärkkäinen, Veli-Matti.  Pneumatology: The Holy Spirit in Ecumenical, International, and 
Contextual Perspective. Grand Rapids: Baker, 2002.  

Moltmann, Jurgen. The Source of Life: The Holy Spirit and the Theology of Life.  London: 
SCM Press, 1997. 

Pinnock, Clark H.  Flame of Love: A Theology of the Holy Spirit. Downers Grove: Intervarsity 
Press, 1996. 

Shults, F LeRon, and Andrea Hollingsworth. The Holy Spirit. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 2008.  

Stott, John R. W. Baptism and Fullness: the Work of the Holy Spirit Today. London: IVP, 
2002. 

Volf, Miroslav. Work in the Spirit: Towards a Theology of Work. New York: Oxford University 
Press, 1991. 

Welker, Michael. God the Spirit.  Minneapolis: Fortress, 1994. 

__________(ed.) The Work of the Spirit: Pneumatology and Pentecostalism. Grand Rapids: 
Eerdmans, 2006. 

 

The Trinity 

Boff, Leonardo. Holy Trinity, Perfect Community. Maryknoll: Orbis, 2000. 

Buxton, Graham. The Trinity, Creation and Pastoral Ministry: Imaging the Perichoretic God. 
Milton Keynes: Paternoster, 2005. 

Coakley, Sarah, God, Sexuality and the Self: An Essay on the Trinity. Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press, 2013. 

Collins, Paul M. The Trinity: a Guide for the Perplexed. London: T&T Clark International, 2008. 

Erickson, Millard J. Making Sense of the Trinity: Three Crucial Questions. Grand Rapids, MI: 
Baker, 2000. 

Feinberg, John S. No One Like Him: The Doctrine of God. Wheaton: Crossway, 2001. 

Fiddes, Paul S.  Participating in God: A Pastoral Doctrine of the Trinity. London: Darton 
Longman & Todd, 2000. 

Giles, Kevin. The Trinity & Subordinationism: The doctrine of God & the contemporary 
gender debate. Downers Grove, IL: IVP, 2002. 
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Grenz, Stanley J, Rediscovering the Triune God: The Trinity in Contemporary Theology. 
Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press, 2004. 

Gunton Colin E. The One, The Three and the Many. Cambridge: Cambridge University 
Press, 1993. 

Holmes, Peter R. Trinity in Human Community: Exploring Congregational Life in the Image of the 
Social Trinity. Milton Keynes, UK: Paternoster 2006. 

Humphrey, Edith McEwan, Ecstasy and Intimacy: Recovering the Trinitarian Shape of Christian 
Spirituality. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 2006. 

Kärkkäinen, Veli-Matti.  The Trinity: Global Perspectives. Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 
2007. 

______. The Doctrine of God: A Global Introduction. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker, 2004. 

Kimel, Alvin F., ed. This is My Name Forever: The Trinity and Gender Language for God. 
Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 2001 

Lacugna, Catherine Mowry.  God for Us: The Trinity and Christian Life.  San Francisco: Harper 
San Francisco, 1993. 

Letham, Robert. The Holy Trinity: In Scripture, History, Theology, and Worship. Phillipsburg, NJ: 
P&R, 2004. 

McCormack, Bruce L. Engaging the Doctrine of God: Contemporary Protestant Perspectives. 
Grand Rapids: Baker Academic, 2008. 

Olson, Roger E. and Christopher A. Hall. The Trinity. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2002. 

Parry, Robin. Worshipping Trinity: Coming Back to the Heart of Worship.  Carlisle: Paternoster, 
2005. 

Powell, Samuel M. Participating in God: Creation and Trinity. Minneapolis, MN: Fortress, 2003. 

Treier, Daniel J, and David Lauber, eds. Trinitarian Theology for the Church: Scripture, 
Community, Worship. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 2009. 

Vanhoozer, Kevin J. The Trinity in a Pluralistic Age: Theological Essays on Culture and Religion.  
Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1997. 

Volf, Miroslav After Our Likeness: The Church as the Image of the Trinity. Grand Rapids: 
Eerdmans, 1998. 

Ware, Bruce A., ed. Perspectives on the Doctrine of God; Four Views. Nashville, TN: Broadman 
and Holman Academic, 2008. 

Witherington, Ben and Laura Michaels Ice. The Shadow of the Almighty: Father, Son and Spirit 
in Biblical Perspective. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 2002. 

Wright, Christopher J.H. The God I Don’t Understand: Reflections on Tough Questions of Faith. 
Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2008. 

 

Humanity as Created and Fallen 

Balswick, Jack O, Pamela Ebstyne King and Kevin S. Reimer. The Reciprocating Self: Human 
Development in Theological Perspective. Downers Grove, IL: Intervarsity Press, 2005. 

Green, Joel B, and Stuart L. Palmer, eds. In Search of the Soul: Four Views of the Mind-Body 
Problem. Downers Grove, IL.: InterVarsity Press, 2005. 

Green, Joel. Body, Soul, and Human Life: The Nature of Humanity in the Bible. Grand 
Rapids, MI: Baker Publishing Group, 2008. E-book. 

Grenz, Stanley J. The Social God and the Relational Self: A Trinitarian Theology of the Imago 
Dei. Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 2001. 
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Harrison, Verna E. F. God’s Many-Splendored Image: Theological Anthropology for Christian 
Formation. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker Academic, 2010. 

Lints, Richard, Michael Scott. Horton and Mark R. Talbot, eds. Personal Identity in Theological 
Perspective. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 2006. 

McFarland, Ian A. The Divine Image: Envisioning the Invisible God. Minneapolis, MN: Fortress 
Press, 2005 

Middleton, J. Richard. Liberating Image: The Imago Dei in Genesis 1. Grand Rapids, MI: Brazos 
Press, 2005. 

Pierce, Ronald W, and Rebecca Merrill Groothuis, eds. Discovering Biblical Equality: 
Complementarity without Hierarchy. Downers Grove, IL: Intervarsity Press, 2004. 

Robinson, Dominic. Understanding the “Imago Dei”: The Thought of Barth, von Balthasar 
and Moltman. Farnham, Surrey, UK; Burlington, VT: Ashgate, 2010. E-book.  

Rogerson, John. A Theology of the Old Testament: Cultural Memory, Communication, and 
Being Human. Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press, 2010. E-book. 

Rolnick, Philip A. Person, Grace and God. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 2007. 

Shuster, Marguerite. The Fall and Sin: What Have We Become As Sinners. Grand Rapids, MI: 
Eerdmans, 2004. 

Smail, Thomas Allan. Like Father, Like Son: The Trinity Imaged in Our Humanity. Bletchley, UK; 
Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 2005. 

Van Huyssteen, Wentzel. Alone in the World? Human Uniqueness in Science and Theology. 
Grand Rapids; Cambridge: Eerdmans, 2006. 

 

Creation and Science 

Barbour, Ian G. When Science Meets Religion: Enemies, Strangers or Partners.  San 
Francisco: Harper San Francisco, 2000. 

Bouma-Prediger, Steven.  For the Beauty of the Earth: A Christian Vision for Creation Care.  
Grand Rapids: Baker, 2001.  E-book. 

Collins, Francis S.  The Language of God: A Scientist Presents Evidence for Belief. New 
York: Free, 2006. 

Edwards, Denis. The God of Evolution: A Trinitarian Theology.  Mahwah: Paulist, 1999. 

______.  The Breath of Life: A Theology of the Creator Spirit. Maryknoll: Orbis, 2004. 

Falk, Darrel R. Coming to Peace with Science. Bridging the Worlds Between Faith and Biology. 
Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2004. 

Haught, John. God After Darwin: A Theology of Evolution.  Boulder: Westview Press, 1999. 

Marlow, Hilary. The Earth is the Lord’s: a Biblical Response to Environmental Issues. Grove 
biblical series, 50. Cambridge: Grove Books, 2008.  

McGrath, Alister E. A Scientific Theology: Vol 1 Nature. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2001. 

McLaren, Brian.  The Story We Find Ourselves In: Further Adventures of a New Kind of 
Christian.  San Francisco: Jossey-Bass, 2003. 

Padgett, Alan G. Science and the Study of God: A Mutuality Model for Theology and Science. 
Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 2003. 

Powell, Samuel M. Participating in God: Creation and Trinity. Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press, 
2003. 

Robinson, Andrew. God and the World of Signs: Trinity, Evolution, and the Metaphysical 
Semiotics of C. S. Peirce. Danvers, MA: Brill, 2010. E-book. 
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Schwarz, Hans. Creation. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 2002. 

Southgate, Christopher.  The Groaning of Creation: God, Evolution and the Problem of Evil. 
Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox, 2008. 

Wilkinson, David. The Message of Creation: Encountering the Lord of the Universe: The Bible 
Speaks Today series. Leicester and Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 2002. 

 




