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LAIDLAW COLLEGE 
Te Wananga Amorangi 

 

921.715 Theology of Suffering & Hope 
Course Assessment and Delivery Outline 

 
 
Campus: Auckland and Christchurch Semester 1, 2015 
Lecturer: Mark McConnell  NQF Level: 7, 15 credits 
 
 
CONTENT OVERVIEW: 

 

 The “problem” of suffering 

 Suffering in Scripture 

 Theological approaches to suffering 

 The suffering of God  

 The relevance of the incarnation and the vicarious humanity of Christ 

 Suffering understood according to faith, hope and love 

 Resurrection and hope  
 
 
ASSESSMENT TASKS AND DUE DATES: 

 
1. Critical Reflection  
Auckland due date: end of week 5 (29th March 2015) 
Christchurch due date: end of week 5 (29th March 2015) 
Word count: 2000 
Value: 30% 
Learning Outcomes 2 & 3 
 
Write a reflection on a psalm of lament, comparing and contrasting its themes to those of a movie 
and/or novel that feature similar themes.  Use examples from each to illustrate your key reflections. 
Your reflection should also include a discussion of how the themes highlighted have been reflected 
in your own life. 
 
2. Critical Essay  

Auckland due date: end of week 9 (17th May 2015) 
Christchurch due date: end of week 9 (17th May 2015) 
Word count: 2500 
Value: 50% 
Learning Outcomes 1 & 4 
 
Write a critical response to the question raised by Tom Wright in Surprised by Hope: “The church is 

called to a mission of implementing Jesus’ resurrection, and thereby anticipating the final new 
creation. What might that look like?” (p. 224).  
 
Your essay should seek to answer Wright’s question with particular reference to the context of 
suffering. In other words, what would it look like to anticipate the final new creation given the 
realities of a suffering world? Your essay should critically engage with Wright’s theological 
perspective and also consider the connection between one’s theology of suffering and one’s 
understanding of hope. This will therefore require you to consider a range of theological approaches 
to suffering by both contemporary and classical theologians.  
 



 

 

2 
921.715 Theology of Suffering and Hope Course Assessment and Delivery Outline 

3. Group discussion and report  

Auckland due date: end of week 11 (31st May 2015) 
Christchurch due date: end of week 11 (31st May 2015) 
Word count: 1000 
Value: 20% 
Learning Outcome 3 

 
Tell your story to your reading group. Your story should highlight moments you experienced 
suffering and moments you experienced hope.  Discuss the importance of human relationships in 
your story. Your story should draw analogies from film, television or literature.   
 
Write a report of your group experience that includes the following:  

 a summary of your story;  

 a brief discussion of how you used analogies from film, television or literature;  

 your reflections on the group’s engagement with your story, and an evaluation of your own 
response;  

 your reflections on your own engagement with other students’ stories.  
 
 
GRADING CRITERIA 
 
Critical Reflection 

 Evidence of critical engagement with, and reflection on, the text of scripture, and with the movie 
and/or novel 

 Ability to thoughtfully integrate a discussion of scripture with a discussion of film or literature 

 Self-awareness and transparency, and a willingness to reflect honestly and openly 

 Ability to integrate personal insight with scriptural and literary themes 

 Presents clear structure, logical arrangement of ideas and valid conclusions 

 Exhibits appropriate communication and presentation: clarity, format, spelling, grammar, 
annotation and bibliography 

 
Critical Essay 

 Research that critically engages with a broad range of theological approaches 

 Evidence of a robust critical engagement with the key text 

 Understanding of the essay question 

 Reasoned critical judgement 

 Presents clear structure, logical arrangement of ideas and valid conclusions 

 Exhibits appropriate communication and presentation: clarity, format, spelling, grammar, 
annotation and bibliography 

 
Group discussion and report 

 Attendance at weekly group discussions 
 The construction and telling of a personal story that highlights suffering and hope 
 Critical, thoughtful, informed and appropriate interaction with film, television and/or literature 
 Evidence of deep-level engagement with others’ stories 
 Self-awareness and transparency in response to the group interaction 
 

 Presents clear structure, logical arrangement of ideas and valid conclusions 

 Exhibits appropriate communication and presentation: clarity, format, spelling, grammar, 
annotation and bibliography 
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EXPECTED ALLOCATION OF STUDY HOURS 
 

Assessment overview Time allocation (in hours) % of total grade 

Lectures 24  

Group discussion 12  

Group preparation/report 20 20% 

Critical reflection 30 30% 

Critical essay 38 50% 

Reading and reflection 26  

Total for course 150 100% 

 
 
MODE OF DELIVERY 
 
The delivery of this course is by Mode 1 – weekly daytime or evening lectures over the course of a 
semester (12 weeks). 
 
 
COURSE MATERIAL 
 
Key Text 
 
Wright, T. (2007). Surprised By Hope. London: SPCK. 

 
In addition, all students will be provided with access to weekly readings on Moodle. 
 
 
BIBLIOGRAPHY 

 
Barth, K. (1956). The Way of the Son of God into the Far Country. In The Doctrine of Reconciliation 

IV.I (pp. 157-210). Edinburgh: T&T Clark. 
 
Barth, K. (1956). The Judge Judged in our Place. In The Doctrine of Reconciliation IV.I (pp. 211-

283). Edinburgh: T&T Clark. 
 
Bauckham, R. (1995). The theology of Jürgen Moltmann. Edinburgh: T&T Clark. 

 
Bier, M. J., & Bulkeley, T. (2013). Spiritual complaint: the theology and practice of lament. 

 
Blocher, H. (1994). Evil and the cross: Christian thought and the problem of evil. Leicester: Apollos. 

 
Boyd, G. A. (2001). Satan and the problem of evil: constructing a trinitarian warfare theodicy. 
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Downers Grove, Ill.: InterVarsity Press. 
 
Boyd, G. A. (2003). Is God to blame?: moving beyond pat answers to the problem of evil. Downers 

Grove, Ill.: InterVarsity Press. 
 
Bradbury, R. (2012). Cross theology the classical theologia crucis and Karl Barth’s modern theology 

of the cross. Cambridge, U.K.: James Clarke.  

 
Brueggemann, W. (1984). The message of the Psalms: a theological commentary. Minneapolis: 

Augsburg Pub. House. 
 
Brueggemann, W. (2002). Spirituality of the Psalms. Minneapolis: Fortress Press. 
 
Buber, M. (1958). I and Thou. New York: Scribner. 

 
Cairns, S. (2009). The end of suffering: finding purpose in pain. Brewster, Mass.: Paraclete Press. 
 
Cameron, N. M. de S. (Ed.). (1990). The power and weakness of God: impassibility and orthodoxy. 

Edinburgh: Rutherford House Books. 
 
Card, M. (2005). A sacred sorrow: reaching out to God in the lost language of lament. Colorado 

Springs, CO: NavPress. 
 
Carson, D. A. (1990). How long, O Lord?: reflections on suffering and evil. Grand Rapids, Mich.: 

Baker Book House. 
 
Colyer, E. M. (2001). The promise of Trinitarian theology: theologians in dialogue with T.F. 

Torrance. Lanham, Md.: Rowman & Littlefield. 

 
Dawn, M. J. (1998). I’m lonely, Lord-- how long?: meditations on the Psalms. Grand Rapids, Mich.: 

William B. Eerdmans Pub. Co. 
 
Dawson, G. S. (2007). An introduction to Torrance theology: discovering the incarnate Saviour. 

London; New York: T & T Clark. 
 
Dostoyevsky, F. (1943). The brothers Karamazov: translated by Constance Garnett ;. (C. Garnett, 

Trans.). New York: The Modern Library. 
 
Ellington, S. A. (2008). Risking truth: reshaping the world through prayers of lament. Eugene, OR: 

Pickwick Publications. 
 
Fiddes, P. S. (1988). The creative suffering of God. Oxford [Oxfordshire]; New York: Clarendon 

Press ; Oxford University Press. 
 
Fiddes, P. S. (2001). Participating in God: a pastoral doctrine of the Trinity. Louisville, Ky.: 

Westminster John Knox Press. 
 
Fowler, G. (2010). The ministry of lament: caring for the bereaved. St. Louis, MO: Chalice Press. 

 
Fretheim, T. E. (1984). The suffering of God: an old Testament perspective. 

 
Fretheim, T. E. (2010). Creation untamed: the Bible, God, and natural disasters. Grand Rapids, 

Mich.: Baker Academic. 
 
Garrett, G. (2008). Stories from the edge: a theology of grief. Louisville: Westminster John Knox 
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Press. 
 
Goldingay, J. (2005). The message of Isaiah 40-55: a literary-theological commentary. London; New 

York: T & T Clark. 
 
Greene-McCreight, K. (2006). Darkness is my only companion: a Christian response to mental 

illness. Grand Rapids, Mich.: Brazos Press. 

 
Grenz, S. J. (2001). The social God and the relational self: a trinitarian theology of the imago Dei. 

Louisville, Ky.: Westminster John Knox Press. 
 
Gutiérrez, G. (1987). On Job: God-talk and the suffering of the innocent. Maryknoll, N.Y.: Orbis 

Books. 
 
Habel, N. C. (1975). The Book of Job. London; New York: Cambridge University Press. 

 
Hall, D. J. (1986). God and human suffering: an exercise in the theology of the cross. Minneapolis: 

Augsburg Pub. House. 
 
Harasta, E., & Brock, B. (2009). Evoking lament: a theological discussion. London: T & T Clark. 

 
Hart, D. B. (2005). The doors of the sea: where was God in the Tsunami?. Grand Rapids, Mich.: 

W.B. Eerdmans Pub. Co. 
 
Hasker, W. (2008). The triumph of God over evil: theodicy for a world of suffering. Downers Grove, 

Ill.: IVP Academic. 
 
Hauerwas, S. (1994). God, medicine, and suffering. Grand Rapids, Mich.: Wm. B. Eerdmans. 

 
Hersey, J., Chappell, W., Rosenwald, E. G., Herman Finkelstein Collection. (1946). Hiroshima. New 

York: A.A. Knopf. 
 
Janowski, B., & Stuhlmacher, P. (2004). The suffering servant: Isaiah 53 in Jewish and Christian 

sources. Grand Rapids, Mich.: William B. Eerdmans Pub. 

 
Jinkins, M. (1998). In the house of the Lord: inhabiting the psalms of lament. Collegeville, Minn.: 

Liturgical Press. 
 
Kettler, C. D. (1991). The vicarious humanity of Christ and the reality of salvation. Lanham: 

University Press of America. 
 
Kettler, C. D. (2005). The God who believes: faith, doubt and the vicarious humanity of Christ. 

Eugene, OR: Cascade Books. 
 
Kitamori, K. (1965). Theology of the pain of God. Richmond: John Knox Press. 

 
Kruger, C. B. (1997). God is for us. Carlisle: Solway. 

 
Kruger, C. B. (2003). Jesus and the undoing of Adam. Jackson, MS: Perichoresis Press. 
 
Lee, N. C. (2010). Lyrics of lament: from tragedy to transformation. Minneapolis: Fortress Press. 

 
Leow, T. H. (2011). The theodicy of Peter Taylor Forsyth: a “crucial” justification of the ways of God 

to man. Eugene, Or.: Pickwick Publications. 
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Lewis, A. E. (2001). Between cross and Resurrection: a theology of Holy Saturday. Grand Rapids, 

Mich.: W.B. Eerdmans. 
 
Lewis, C. S. (1957). The problem of pain. London [England]: Collins. 

 
Lewis, C. S. (1961). A grief observed. London: Faber & Faber. 
 
Lewis, T., Amini, F., & Lannon, R. (2000). A general theory of love. New York: Random House. 

 
Moltmann, J. (1967). Theology of hope; on the ground and the implications of a Christian 

eschatology. New York: Harper & Row. 

 
Moltmann, J. (1974). The crucified God: the cross of Christ as the foundation and criticism of 

Christian theology. New York: Harper & Row. 

 
Newsom, C. A. (2003). The book of Job: a contest of moral imaginations. Oxford; New York: Oxford 

University Press. 
 
Paul, S., & Pelham, G. (2000). A Relational Approach to Therapy. In S. Palmer & R. Woolfe (Eds.), 

Integrative and Eclectic Counseling and Psychotherapy (pp. 110-126). London: Sage. 

 
Pemberton, G. (2012). Hurting with God: learning to lament with the Psalms. Abilene, Tex.: Abilene 

Christian University Press. 
 
Piper, J., & Taylor, J. (2006). Suffering and the sovereignty of God. Wheaton, Ill.: Crossway Books. 

 
Shults, F. L., & Sandage, S. J. (2006). Transforming spirituality: integrating theology and 

psychology. Grand Rapids, Mich.: Baker Academic. 

 
Sobrino, J. (2004). Where is God?: earthquake, terrorism, barbarity, and hope. Maryknoll, N.Y.: 

Orbis Books. 
 
Sölle, D. (1975). Suffering. Philadelphia: Fortress Press. 
 
Thurneysen, E. (1962). A theology of pastoral care. Richmond: John Knox Press. 

 
Torrance, A. J. (1996). Persons in communion: an essay on Trinitarian description and human 

participation, with special reference to volume one of Karl Barth’s Church dogmatics. 

Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark. 
 
Torrance, J. (1996). Worship, community & the triune God of grace. Downers Grove, Ill.: InterVarsity 

Press. 
 
Torr, S. C., & Cheetham, D. (2013). A dramatic Pentecostal/Charismatic anti-theodicy: improvising 

on a divine performance of lament. 

 
Volf, M. (1996). Exclusion and embrace: a theological exploration of identity, otherness, and 

reconciliation. Nashville: Abingdon Press. 

 
Volf, M. (1998). After our likeness: the church as the image of the trinity. Grand Rapids, Mich.: 

William B. Eerdmans. 
 
Volf, M. (2006). The end of memory: remembering rightly in a violent world. Grand Rapids, Mich.: 

W.B. Eerdmans Pub. Co. 
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Wolterstorff, N. (1987). Lament for a son. Grand Rapids, Mich.: Eerdmans. 

 
Wright, N. T. (2003). The resurrection of the Son of God. 

 
Wright, N. T. (2006). Evil and the justice of God. Downers Grove, Ill.: IVP Books. 
 
Wright, N. T. (2008). Surprised by hope: rethinking heaven, the resurrection, and the mission of the 

church. New York: HarperOne. 
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Zizioulas, J. (1985). Being as communion: studies in personhood and the church. Crestwood, N.Y.: 
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