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CONTENT OVERVIEW 

 
Topics will include: 

 
1. Introduction, definitions & relationships of terms. Biblical basis for holism. 
2. A history of development. 
3. Theology, poverty and development. 
4. Who are the poor? Causes of poverty. Biblically informed responses to poverty and 

injustice.  
5. The plight of women and children.  
6. Rural and urban poverty. 
7. Perspectives on development. 
8. A Christian understanding of transformational development. 
9. Development in practice. 
10. Designing programs. 
11. Christian witness and transformational development. 
12. Future challenges for the church and Christian ministries. 

 
 
ASSESSMENT TASKS AND DUE DATES 

The course will be assessed by: 
 
1. Online Discussion Forum  

Learning Outcomes:  1, 4, 6 
Due Dates: 11:55pm Sunday, semester weeks 1, 2, 3, 4, 7 & 9 
Percentage Weighting:  25% 
Word Count:   As specified below 

 
In six lessons you are required to post a response of 200 words on the Online Discussion 
Forum to a question given in the materials and on Moodle about some aspect of that 
lesson. In addition to each of your initial postings, you will be required to make at least one 
further posting of approximately 50 words which interacts with what your online tutor and 
other students have said. The second posting for each assessment exercise must be 
within seven calendar days of the due date for each initial posting.  
 

2. Theology of Social Transformation 
 

Learning Outcomes: 2-4 
Due Date:   11:55pm Sunday, semester week 8 
Percentage Weighting:  35% 
Word Count:  2000 words 

 
Write your own theology of social transformation. This essay should be in three parts: 

a) Review and critique two Christian approaches to social transformation. 
b) Present your own approach to social transformation, giving biblical and theological 

backing for your position. 
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c) Apply your theology to one of the following specific issues: Micro finance, AIDs, 
Sustainability, Political engagement.  

 

 
3. Analytical Essay 

Learning Outcomes: 2, 4, 5, 6 
Due Date:   11:55pm Sunday, end of Exam Week 
Percentage Weighting:  40% 
Word Count:  2500 words 

 
Analyse the social ministry of a church/ community organization/ NGO and evaluate this 
ministry in terms of holistic transformational outcomes. 
 
Include the following elements: 

a) a brief, descriptive overview of the scope of the ministry’s activities, identifying 
specific priorities 

b) an outline and evaluation of the theory/theology of development that shapes the 
ministry/agency 

c) an evaluation of the praxis through the lenses of transformational development and 
a theology of holistic transformation 

d) an outline and explanation of areas of potential change, growth and development for 
the selected church/ community organization or NGO to engage more effectively in 
social transformation. 

 
CRITERIA FOR ASSESSMENT 

 
1. Online Discussion Forum 

Before beginning your first online discussion, please see the grading grid (rubric) on the 
“online discussion assignment coversheet” for further details on how these criteria will be 
applied. 

 

 Engagement with material 

 Constructive engagement with others 

 Structure and presentation 

 Timeliness 
 

2. Theology of Social Transformation 
 Accurately describes and critiques two previous Christian models of development. 
 Clearly outlines and defends a theology of social transformation. 
 Theology appropriately applied to an issue. 
 Depth of research 
 Communication and Presentation: Clarity, format, spelling, grammar; Annotation and 

bibliography. 
 

3. Analytical Essay 
 Adequacy of the descriptive outline of the ministry being evaluated 
 Depth of analysis and evaluation of the theoretical and theological factors under-girding the 

ministry being evaluated 
 Adequacy of the way in which Transformational Development principles and a theology of 

holistic transformation are used to evaluate the ministry 
 Practicality of the suggestions for change, growth and development of the selected ministry 

accompanied by clear explanations of the reasons for the changes 
 Awareness and use of relevant resources 
 Creativity 
 Communication and Presentation: Clarity, format, spelling, grammar; Annotation and 

bibliography 
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LEARNING HOURS 

 
Lesson Content & Reading 60 hours 
Online Discussion Forum  20 hours 
Theology of Social Transformation 30 hours 
Analytical Essay 40 hours  
 
Total  150 hours 

 
 
TEXTBOOK 

Required Course Textbook: 

Myers, Bryant L. Walking With the Poor: Principles and Practices Of Transformational 
Development. Revised and Expanded edition. Maryknoll: Orbis Books, 2011. 

 
 
BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Recommended Reading: 

Bessenecker, Scott A. The New Friars: The Emerging Movement Serving the Poor.  Downers 
Grove IL: IVP, 2006 

Blomberg, Craig L. Neither Poverty nor Riches: A Biblical Theology of Possessions.  Downers 
Grove, IL: IVP, 1999. 

Bolkas, Arthur. “The Significance of Christianity in Reforming Prisoners.” Zadok Paper 119 
(Winter, 2002): 1-13. 

Bosch, David J. Transforming Mission:  Paradigm Shifts in Theology. Maryknoll, NY: Orbis, 
1991. 

Bowen, Helen, and Jim Consedine, eds. Restorative Justice: Contemporary Themes and 
Practice. Lyttleton: Ploughshares Publications, 1999. 

Bradshaw, Bruce. Change Across Cultures: A Narrative Approach to Social Transformation. 
Grand Rapids, MI: Baker, 2002. 

Collier, Paul. The Bottom Billion: Why the Poorest Countries Are Failing And What Can Be 
Done About It.  New York: Oxford University Press, 2008. 

Colson, Charles W. Justice That Restores. Wheaton: Tyndale House, 2001. 

Conn, Harvie. M., and Manuel Ortiz.  Urban Ministry: The Kingdom, the City, & the People of 
God.  Grand Rapids, MI: IVP, 2001. 

Dawn, Marva J. Unfettered Hope: A Call to Faithful Living in An Affluent Society.  London: 
WJKP, 2003. 

De Gruchy, John W. Reconciliation: Restoring Justice. London: SCM, 2002. 

Easterly, William. The White Man’s Burden: Why the West’s Efforts to Aid the Rest Have 
Done So Much Ill and So Little Good.  London: Penguin, 2007. 

Glover, Jonathan. Humanity: A Moral History of the Twentieth Century. New Haven, CT: Yale 
University Press, 2001. 
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Goldewijk, Berma K. and Bastiaan de Gaay Fortman, Where Needs Meet Rights: Economic, 
Social and Cultural Rights in a New Perspective. Geneva: WCC Publications, 1999. 

Grigg, Viv. The Spirit of Christ & the Postmodern City. Lexington, KY: Emeth Press, 2009. 

Hadley, Michael L. The Spiritual Roots of Restorative Justice. Albany: State University of New 
York, 2001. 

Hayes, John B. Submerge: Living Deep in a Shallow World: Service, Justice and 
Contemplation Among the World’s Poor. New York: Regal Books, 2006. 

Herzog, William R. Jesus, Justice and the Reign of God: A Ministry of Liberation. Louisville 
KY: WJKP, 2000. 

Hylen, Susan E.  “Forgiveness and Life in Community,” Interpretation 54, no.2, (2000): 146-
57. 

Jacobsen, Eric O. Sidewalks in the Kingdom: New Urbanism and the Christian Faith. Grand 
Rapids, MI: Brazos Press, 2003.  

Jewett Robert, John S. Lawrence, Captain America and the Crusade Against Evil: The 
Dilemma of Zealous Nationalism. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 2003. 

Johnson, Kelly S. The Fear of Beggars: Stewardship and Poverty in Christian Ethics. Grand 
Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 2007. 

Jones, L. Gregory. “Crafting Communities of Forgiveness.” Interpretation 54, no. 2, (2000): 
121- 34. 

Linthicum, Robert C. Transforming Power: Biblical Strategies for Making A Difference in Your 
Community.  Downers Grove, IL: IVP, 2003. 

Lupton, Robert D. Compassion, Justice, and the Christian Life: Rethinking Ministry to the 
Poor. London: Regal Books, 2007. 

Marsh, Charles. The Beloved Community: How Faith Shapes Social Justice from the Civil 
Rights Movement to Today. New York: Basic Books, 2006. 

Marshall, Chris D. The Little Book of Biblical Justice: A Fresh Approach to the Bible’s 
Teaching on Justice. Little Books on Justice and Peacemaking Intercourse, PA: Good 
Books, 2005. 

Marshall, Chris D. Beyond Retribution: A New Testament Vision for Justice, Crime and 
Punishment. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 2001. 

Marshall, Chris D. “A Prophet of God’s Justice: Reclaiming the Political Jesus.” Justice 
Reflections, 14/103 (2007): 1-26; also in Stimulus 14/3 (2006): 28-41. 

Marshall, Chris D. “The Meaning of Justice: Insights from the Biblical Tradition.” In Justice as 
a Basic Human Need, edited by Anthony J.W Taylor, 25-38.  Huntington NY: Nova 
Science Publishers, 2006. 

McKibben, Bill. Deep Economy: The Wealth of communities and the Durable Future. New 
York: Holt, 2007.  

McLaren, Brian. Everything Must Change: Jesus, Global Crises and a Revolution of Hope. 
Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 2007. 
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McLaren, Brian. The Secret Message of Jesus: Uncovering the Truth That Could Change 
Everything. Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 2006. 

Meyer, Karl E. The Dust of Empire: The Race for Mastery in the Asian Heartland. Jackson, 
TN: PublicAffairs, 2004. 

Moyo, Dambisa. Dead Aid: Why Aid is Not Working and How There is a Better  Way for 
Africa. New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2009. 

Novogratz, Jacqueline. The Blue Sweater: Bridging the Gap Between Rich and Poor in an 
Interconnected World. Emmaus, PA:  Rodale Books, 2009. 

Piper, John. Don’t Waste Your Life. Wheaton: Crossway Books, 2003. 

Plantinga, Cornelius, Jr. Engaging God’s World: A Reformed Vision of Faith, Learning and 
Living. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans Publishing, 2002. 

Ramachandra, Vinoth. Subverting Global Myths: Theology and the Public Issues Shaping Our 
World. Grand Rapids, MI: IVP, 2008. 

Rist, Gilbert. The History of Development: From Western Origins to Global Faith.  London: 
Zed Books, 1997. 

Rothchild, Jonathan, ed. Doing Justice to Mercy: Religion, Law, and Criminal Justice.  
Virginia: University of Virginia Press, 2007. 

Sachs, Jeffrey D. The End of Poverty: Economic Possibilities for our Time. London: Penguin, 
2006. 

Samuel, Vinay, and  Chris Sugden. Mission as Transformation: A Theology of the Whole 
Gospel. Oxford: Regnum Books, 1999. 

Schut, Michael, ed. Simpler Living, Compassionate Life: A Christian Perspective.  Denver, 
CO: Living the Good News, 2003. 

Sen, Amartya. Development As Freedom. New York: Anchor Books, 1999. 

Stassen, Glen H, and David P. Gushee, Kingdom Ethics: Following Jesus in Contemporary 
Context. Downers Grove, IL: IVP, 2003. 

Taylor, Michael. Eat, Drink and Be Merry, For Tomorrow we Live: Studies in Christianity and 
Development. London: T&T Clark International, 2005. 

Van Til, Kent A. Less Than Two Dollars a Day: A Christian View of World Poverty and Free 
Market. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 2007. 

Walls, Jerry L. Heaven: The Logic of Eternal Joy Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2002.  

Williams, David. The World Bank and Social Transformation in International Politics.  New 
York: Routledge, 2008. 

Wright, N.Tom. Evil and the Justice of God. Downers Grove, IL: IVP, 2006.  

Other Resources: 

Bachelor, P.  People in Rural Development. Exeter: Paternoster, 1993. 

Benezet, Bujo. The Ethical Dimension of Community: The African Model and the Dialogue 
between North and South.  Nairobi, Kenya: Paulines Publications Africa, 1998. 
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Bradshaw, Bruce.  Bridging the Gap. Monrovia: MARC, 1993. 

Breueggemann, Walter, Sharon Parks, and Gromme Thomas. To Act Justly, Love Tenderly, 
Walk Humbly: An Agenda for Ministers. Eugene, OR: Wipf and Stock Publishers, 
1997. 

Grigg, V.  Cry of the Urban Poor. Monrovia: MARC, 1991. 

Hathaway, Brian. Beyond Renewal: The Kingdom of God. Milton Keynes: Word UK, 1990. 

Haughen, Gary A. Good News about Injustice: A Witness of Courage in a Hurting World. 
Downers Grove, IL: IVP, 1999. 

Kirk, J. Andrew. Liberation Theology: An Evangelical View from the Third World. Atlanta; John 
Knox, 1997. 

Leclerc, Thomas L. Yahweh is Exalted in Justice: Solidarity and Conflcit in Isaiah. 
Minneapolis: Fortress Augsburg, 2001. 

Linthicum, Bob.  City of God, City of Satan. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1991. 

Linthicum, Bob.  Empowering the Poor. Monrovia: MARC, 1991. 

Malchow, Bruce V. Social Justice in the Hebrew Bible: What is New and What is Old? 
Collegeville MN: Liturgical Press, 1996. 

McAlpine, Tom.  By Word, Work and Wonder. Monrovia: MARC, 1995. 

McAlpine, Tom.  Facing the Powers - What are the Options. Monrovia: MARC, 1991. 

McKenna, Megan. Send My Roots Rain: A Spirituality of Justice and Mercy. New York: 
Doubleday, 2003. 

Myers, Bryant.  The New Context of World Mission. Monrovia: MARC, 1996. 

Myers, Bryant. (ed) Working with the poor: new insights and learnings from development 
practitioners. Monrovia: World Vision, 1999. 

O’Gorman, Francis.  Charity and Change: From Band-Aid to Beacon. Melbourne: World 
Vision, 1992. 

Sider, Ronald, Heidi Unruh, and Marian Wright Edelman, Hope for Children in Poverty: 
Profiles and Possibilities. Valley Forge, PA.  Judson, 2007. 

Wolfteich, Claire E. Lord, Have Mercy: Praying for Justice With Conviction and Humility. San 
Francisco: Jossey-Bass, 2006. 

Wright, Christopher J.H. Living as the People of God: Relevance of Old Testament Ethics. 
Leicester: IVP, 1983. 

Yoder, John Howard. The Politics of Jesus: Vicit Agnus Noster. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans 
Paternoster. 1994 

Websites and Web Resources: 

http://users.ox.ac.uk/~econpco  (Paul Colliers current research, updated regularly) 

http://www.archbishopofcanterbury.org/1780  (R. Williams on “Religious Faith and Human 
Rights”) 

http://users.ox.ac.uk/~econpco
http://www.archbishopofcanterbury.org/1780
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http://www.idealist.org  (Action without Borders) 

http://www.care.org   (CARE) 

http://www.disasterrelief.org  (Disaster Relief) 

http://www.interaction.org   (InterAction) 

http://www.ichr.org  (International Centre for Humanitarian Reporting) 

http://www.icrc.ch  (International Committee of the Red Cross) 

http://www.intl-crisis-group.org   (International Crisis Group) 

http://www.ifrc.org  (International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies) 

http://www.intrescom.org  (International Rescue Committee) 

http://www.msf.org  (Medecins sans Frontieres - Doctors without Borders) 

http://www.oxfam.org.uk   (Oxfam) 

http://www.reliefnet.org   (ReliefNet)   

http://www.reliefweb.int   (ReliefWeb)  

http://www.savethechildren.org   (Save the Children)   

http://www.un.org/en/humanitarian/   (United Nations Department of Humanitarian Affairs) 

http://www.wfp.org   (World Food Programme) 

http://www.who.ch   (World Health Organization) 

http://www.idealist.org/
http://www.care.org/
http://www.disasterrelief.org/
http://www.interaction.org/
http://www.ichr.org/
http://www.icrc.ch/
http://www.intl-crisis-group.org/
http://www.ifrc.org/
http://www.intrescom.org/
http://www.msf.org/
http://www.oxfam.org.uk/
http://www.reliefnet.org/
http://www.reliefweb.int/
http://www.savethechildren.org/
http://www.un.org/en/humanitarian/
http://www.wfp.org/
http://www.who.ch/

