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COURSE OVERVIEW

a) The current state of Johannine studies.

b) John and the Synoptics.

C) Authorship, purpose and audience.

d) Themes and structure of the Gospel.

e) Literary and rhetorical features of John.

f) Johannine Theology.

Q) Exegesis of the English (or Greek) text of selected portions of John
h) Hermeneutical issues arising from a study of the Gospel.

ASSESSMENT - ENGLISH OPTION

AP 2015

1. John survey: 'Temple Moments'

Trace the 'Temple Moments' through the Gospel and explain how these relate to the
structure of the Gospel. Illustrate your discussion with a time-line, graph, or chart.

e Weight: 15% of course grade
e Length: one or two pages
e Due date: Sunday end of semester week 4, 11.55pm
e L/O2,3
2. Exegetical Essay

You are required to write an exegetical essay on ONE of the passages listed below:

John 5.1-18.
John 6:1-21

John 10:1-21
John 12:9-26
John 15:1-18

Students should include in their essays some reflection upon the significance of the chosen
passage for Christian life and ministry today.

e Weight: 45% of course grade

e Length: 2000 words

e Due date: Sunday end of semester week 8, 11.55pm

e L/O2,3

3. Thematic Essay

The thematic essay is an exercise in the identification and exploration of a distinctive
Johannine motif or theme as reflected in the Gospel of John. The essay will be selected



from the questions below:

1. How do the accounts and descriptions of various ‘signs’ contribute to the presentation
of the gospel in the Gospel of John? After consideration of the terminology of ‘semeion’
in John, and their place within the overall structure of the Gospel, the essay should
identify one passage describing such a ‘sign’ and explore it as a case study of the
theological significance of such ‘signs’. This passage should not overlap with the
passage treated in the exegetical essay.

2. What is the significance of ‘abiding’ in the Gospel of John? What might the relevance of
such a theme be in the context of Jesus’ ministry to his disciples, to believers at the
time of the writing the Gospel of John, and followers of Christ today?

3. What range of senses are reflected in how the Gospel of John refers to the ‘world’?
What is God’s attitude to the ‘world’ (in its various senses), and what is the place of
believers in relation to the ‘world’?

4. [Greek exegesis students only] Most of the action in John takes place in Jerusalem and
in particular around the temple. Discuss the significance of the temple in John, and
Jesus’ relationship with the temple. In what sense does Jesus replace the temple in
John?

Weight: 40% of course grade

Length: 2000 words

Due date: Sunday end of exam week 1, 11.55pm
L/01,2,4,5

GRADING CRITERIA - ENGLISH OPTION
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John Survey

Demonstrated understanding of a major theme in relation to the structure of John’s Gospel,
and a familiarity with the Gospel as a whole

Clear portrayal of the thematic structure and purpose of the Fourth Gospel

Exegetical Essay

Utilisation of appropriate tools and resources (commentaries and other academic studies of
John's Gospel)

Clarity and depth of analysis

Demonstration of exegetical competence in handling the text

Coherence, development and presentation of argument

Communication and Presentation: Clarity, format, spelling, grammar; annotation and
bibliography.

Thematic Essay

Utilisation of appropriate tools and resources (commentaries and other academic studies of
John'‘s Gospel)

Clarity and depth of analysis

Demonstration of theological analysis and synthesis

Coherence, development and presentation of argument

Communication and Presentation: Clarity, format, spelling, grammar; annotation and
bibliography.



LEARNING HOURS — ENGLISH OPTION

Attendance:
A minimum of 80% attendance at scheduled classes is required for successful completion
of the course.

Tutorials: 24 hours
Reading: 21 hours
Survey: 20 hours
Exegetical Essay: 45 hours
Thematic Essay: 40 hours
TOTAL 150 hours

ASSESSMENT - GREEK OPTION
1. Translation and structural analysis of John

Students are required to attend weekly Greek reading tutorials during August and
September. Students are required to write a critical translation of THREE selected
passages of the Gospel of John. This translation should include footnotes, explaining the
choices where it is needed and where there are textual variants and issues. The translation
should be prepared for a general English speaking competent reader in today’s NZ context.
This can be done in conjunction with tutorials reading through the text of these chapters
through the semester. The student will also be required to prepare a structural analysis and
translation of ONE of these passages, and a ‘dynamic equivalent’ translation of ONE
OTHER of the passages. The passages to be worked with will be notified to the students
prior to the start of the semester.

e Weight: 20% of course grade

e Length: 3 passages

e Due dates: Sunday end of weeks 3, 6, 9, 11.55pm

e L/O4

2. Exegetical Essay
You are required to write an exegetical essay on ONE of the passages listed below:

John 5.1-18.
John 6:1-21

John 10:1-21
John 12:9-26
John 15:1-18

Students should include in their essays some reflection upon the significance of the chosen
passage for Christian life and ministry today.

o Weight: 40% of course grade

e Length: 2000 words

e Due date: Sunday end of semester week 8, 11.55pm

e L/O2,3

3. Thematic Essay

The thematic essay is an exercise in the identification and exploration of a distinctive
Johannine motif or theme as reflected in the Gospel of John. The essay will be selected
from the questions below:
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1. How do the accounts and descriptions of various ‘signs’ contribute to the presentation
of the gospel in the Gospel of John? After consideration of the terminology of ‘semeion’
in John, and their place within the overall structure of the Gospel, the essay should
identify one passage describing such a ‘sign’ and explore it as a case study of the
theological significance of such ‘signs’. This passage should not overlap with the
passage treated in the exegetical essay.

2. What is the significance of ‘abiding’ in the Gospel of John? What might the relevance of
such a theme be in the context of Jesus’ ministry to his disciples, to believers at the
time of the writing the Gospel of John, and followers of Christ today?

3. What range of senses are reflected in how the Gospel of John refers to the ‘world’?
What is God'’s attitude to the ‘world’ (in its various senses), and what is the place of
believers in relation to the ‘world’?

4. Most of the action in John takes place in Jerusalem and in particular around the temple.
Discuss the significance of the temple in John, and Jesus’ relationship with the temple.
In what sense does Jesus replace the temple in John?

Weight: 40% of course grade

Length: 2000 words

Due date: Sunday end of exam week 1, 11.55pm
L/01,2,4,5

GRADING CRITERIA — GREEK OPTION

Translation exercise

e Accurate Translation: That the translation is true to the Greek text USB 4th Edition.

e Critical Notes: That the translation is well supported with notes.

e Contemporary Appropriateness: That the translation reads well for English speakers
in NZ today.

e Textual Variants: That note is made of the major textual variants and the reasons for
the choices made (see especially Metzger, A Textual Commentary).

e Structural analysis: That the analysis recognises the syntactical markers and
connectors that shape the direction and form of the unit as a whole

e Dynamic equivalence: That the translation reflects a greater awareness of ‘thought
for thought’ equivalence, including (where appropriate) some equivalent colloquial
phrases.

Exegetical Essay
e Utilisation of appropriate tools and resources (commentaries and other academic
studies of John's Gospel)
Clarity and depth of analysis
Demonstration of exegetical competence in handling the text
Coherence, development and presentation of argument
Communication and Presentation: Clarity, format, spelling, grammar; annotation and
bibliography.

Thematic Essay
e Utilisation of appropriate tools and resources (commentaries and other academic
studies of John's Gospel)
o Clarity and depth of analysis
Demonstration of theological analysis and synthesis
o Coherence, development and presentation of argument
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¢ Communication and Presentation: Clarity, format, spelling, grammar; annotation and
bibliography.

LEARNING HOURS - GREEK OPTION
Attendance:

A minimum of 80% attendance at scheduled lectures and Greek translation classes is
required for successful completion of the course.

Tutorials: 24 hours
Greek tutorials: 10 hours
Reading: 21 hours

Greek Translations 10 hours

Exegetical Essay: 45 hours

Thematic Essay: 40 hours

TOTAL 150 hours
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