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CONTENT OUTLINE 
 

Week Lecture 

1 

Introduction to the Course 

Hebrew Poetry: Parallelism 

Psalm 11 

2 

Hebrew Poetry: Figures of speech 

Psalm 51 

Psalm 51 

3 

The Psalter and Temple Worship 

Psalm 51 

Hebrew Poetry: Imagery 

4 

PowerPoint: Images from the Psalms 

Psalm 15 

Psalm 15 

5 

The Kingship of the LORD in the Psalter 

Psalm 121 

Psalm 121 

5 

The Poor and Needy in the Psalter 

Psalm 90 

Psalm 90 

7 

Juridical Language in the Psalter 

Psalm 118 

Psalm 118 

8 

Psalm 29 

Psalms 29 and 8 

Psalm 8 

9 

The Messianic use of the Psalms in the NT 

Psalm 73 

Psalm 73 

10 

Introduction to the form criticism of the psalms 

Brueggemann and a Typology of Function 

Psalm 2 

11 

The Shape and Shaping of the Psalter 

Death and the Afterlife in the Psalter 

Psalm 1 

12 

Psalm 46 

Imprecation in the Psalter (I) 

Imprecation in the Psalter (II) 
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ASSESSMENTS 
 
1. Compose an essay on a prominent theme in the Psalter – 3000 words (40%)   
 
This essay will require that you carefully explain an important theological theme found in the 
Psalter.  You will need to place the theme in its larger canonical context, and explain the 
significance of the theme in its ancient cultural context.  You will also give careful thought to 
the contemporary relevance of the theme.  A more detailed outline of the requirements for 
this assignment will be distributed with the course material.  
 
This essay will assess learning outcomes iii, iv and vi, and is due at 11.55pm on Saturday of 
week 3. 
 
When grading the thematic essay I will apply the following criteria.  
 

Do you use sound exegetical method in investigating the theme and its meaning? 
Do you deal with the theme comprehensively?  Do you identify the theme wherever it 

occurs in the Psalter, and note the varied language with which the theme is 
expressed?  Do you show an awareness of how the theme develops in the 
canon?   

Do you locate the theme within the web of theological themes found in Scripture?  
This will require that you introduce related theological ideas (that support or 
complement your theme, or exist in tension with it), and which provide a 
context in which to understand it better. 

Do you use a range of good quality resources for exploring the theology of the 
Psalter?   

Do you interact critically with secondary literature on the subject?  Are you able to 
critically evaluate alternative views?   

How well do you make the move from the world of the biblical text to the world of 
today?  This movement must be credible, and substantial.  In other words you 
will need to look carefully at the ways in which the theme functions in the 
biblical text, and in the social world of the psalmist, before commenting on its 
contemporary relevance. 

Does the presentation of your paper reflect careful editing (writing and re-writing)?  
The English should be clear, grammatical and relatively free of errors, and the 
paper should be well organised.   

 
2.  A study of Psalm 73 – 3000 words (40%) 
 
This is essentially an exegetical study of Psalm 73, but it will also require that you engage in 
theological reflection.  You will also be expected to show the contemporary relevance of the 
Psalm’s message.  A more detailed outline of the requirements for this assignment will be 
distributed with the course material. 
 
This assignment will assess learning outcomes ii, iii, v and vi.  It is due at 11.55pm on 
Saturday of week 7.   
 
2.  When grading the exegetical paper on Psalm 73 I will apply the following criteria. 
 

Do you correctly identify the genre of the psalm? 
Do you use sound exegetical method, and do you exercise good judgment when 

making interpretive decisions? 
Have you identified the key interpretive issues in the Psalm? 
How well do you analyse the structure of a psalm and follow the flow of thought from 

one line to the next? 
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Are you sensitive in your reading of Hebrew poetry?  Do you identify and explain the 
features of Hebrew poetry in the Psalm? 

Do you use a range of good quality resources for interpreting the text of the Psalm?  
Do you use these resources well?   

Do you interact critically with commentators and other secondary literature?  Are you 
able to critically evaluate alternative views?   

Have you engaged in substantive theological reflection?  This will include reflection 
on themes found in the psalm, on their development elsewhere in the Psalter 
and in the cannon of Scripture.  It will also include reflection on how these 
themes must be brought into contact with themes found elsewhere in 
Scripture in order to provide a more comprehensive understanding of how the 
Scriptures address the psalmist’s concern.  

How well do you make the move from the world of the biblical text to the world of 
today?  This movement must be credible (rooted in the text), and substantial 
(meaningful for life today). 

Does the presentation of your paper reflect careful editing (writing and re-writing)?  
The English should be clear, grammatical and relatively free of errors, and the 
paper should be well organised.   

 
3.  Critical Book Review – 1000 words (20%) 
 
You will write a critical book review of John N. Day, Crying for Justice. What the Psalms 
teach us about mercy and vengeance in an age of terrorism, Grand Rapids: Kregel, 2005. 
 
The book review will assess learning outcomes i, iii, and vi.  It is due at 11.55pm on 
Saturday of week 11. 
 
3.  When grading the book review I will apply the relevant criteria.   
 

Have you read the book with understanding? 
Is your analysis is informed by wider reading and awareness? 
Do you interact critically with the argument of the book? 
Clarity of Expression 

 
 

TIME ALLOCATION 
 
M125.715 is a 15 credit course and carries an expectation of 150 learning hours.  Your 
allocation of time for this course might look something like this, 
 

Study of the course materials     50 hours 
 
Thematic essay       40 hours 
 
Study of Psalm 73      45 hours 
 
Critical book review      15 hours 
 
Total                  150 hours 

 
 

COURSE TEXTBOOKS 
 
Required text:   
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John N. Day, Crying for Justice. What the Psalms teach us about mercy and vengeance in 
an age of terrorism, Grand Rapids: Kregel, 2005.  

 

A BIBLIOGRAPHY FOR THE BOOK OF PSALMS 
 
Commentaries 
 
Allen, Leslie C. Psalms 101-150. WBC. Waco, TX: Word  Books, 1983.  
 
Anderson, A. A. The Book of Psalms, 2 vols. New Century Bible. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 

1972.  
 
Broyles, Craig C. New International Biblical Commentary: Psalms. Peabody: Hendrickson, 

1999. 
 
Brueggemann, W. The Message of the Psalms. A Theological Commentary. Minneapolis: 

Augsburg, 1984. 
 
Brueggemann, Walter, and William H. Bellinger, Jr. Psalms (NCBC), Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press, 2014. 
 
Calvin, John. Calvin’s Commentaries on the Psalms. Grand Rapids: Baker Book House, 

1979. 
 
Cheyne, T. K. The Book of Psalms. New York: Thomas Whittaker, 1895. 
 
Cohen, A. The Psalms: Hebrew Text and English Translation with an Introduction and 

Commentary, revised second edition. London: Soncino Press, 1992. 
 
Craigie, Peter C. Psalms 1-50. WBC. Dallas: Word, 1983. 
 
Dahood, Mitchell. Psalms, 3 vols. AB. Garden City: Doubleday, 1965. 
 
Delitzsch, F. Biblical Commentary on the Psalms, The Foreign Biblical Library, 3 vols. 

Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1871. 
 
Eaton, J. H. The Psalms. A historical and spiritual commentary with an introduction and new 

translation. London: T. & T. Clark, 2003. 
 
Goldingay, John.  Psalms 1-41 (vol 1). BCOT. Grand Rapids: Baker, 2006. 
 
__________.  Psalms 42-89 (vol 2). BCOT. Grand Rapids: Baker, 2007. 
 
__________.  Psalms 90-150 (vol 3). BCOT. Grand Rapids: Baker, 2008. 
 
Geoffrey W. Grogan, Psalms, The Two Horizons Old Testament Commentary, Grand 

Rapids: Eerdmans, 2008. 
 
Hossfeld, Frank-Lothar, Erich Zenger and Linda Maloney. Psalms 2. A commentary on 

Psalms 51-100. Hermeneia.  Minneapolis: Fortress, 2005. 
 
Kidner, Derek. Psalms, 2 vols. TOTC. Downers Grove: InterVarsity Press, 1973-75. 
 
Kraus, Hans-Joachim. Psalms, 2 vols. Minneapolis: Augsburg, 1989. 
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Longman, Tremper. Psalms (TOTC vols. 15-16), Downers Grove: IVP, 2014. 
 
Mays, James L. Psalms. A Commentary for Teaching and Preaching. Louisville: John Knox, 

1994. 
 
McCann, J. Clinton, Jr. “Psalms” in L. E. Keck, ed. The New Interpreter’s Bible vol. 4. 

Nashville: Abingdon, 1996. 
 
Perowne, J. J. Stewart. The Book of Psalms. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1966.  
 
Rogerson, J. W. and J. W. McKay. Psalms 3 vols. CBC. Cambridge: Cambridge University 

Press, 1977. 
 
Ross, Allen P. A Commentary on the Psalms 3 vols. Grand Rapids: Kregel, 2011-2014. 
 
Schaeffer, Konrad. Psalms. Berit Olam: Studies in Hebrew Narrative and Poetry. 

Collegeville: The Liturgical Press, 2001. 
 
Tate, Marvin E. Psalms 51-100. WBC. Dallas: Word, 1990. 
 
Terrien, Samuel. The Psalms: Strophic Structure and Theological Commentary. Grand 

Rapids: Eerdmans, 2002. 
 
Waltke, Bruce K. and James M. Houston, The Psalms as Christian Worship. A Historical 

Commentary, Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2010. 
 
Weiser, Artur. The Psalms. A Commentary. OTL. Philadelphia: Westminster Press, 1962. 
 
Wilson, Gerald H. The NIV Application Commentary: Psalms – Volume 1. Grand Rapids: 

Zondervan, 2002. 
 
Volumes on Hebrew Poetry 
 
Alter, Robert. The Art of Biblical Poetry. New York: Basic Books, 1985. 
 
Berlin, Adele. The Dynamics of Biblical Parallelism. Bloomington: Indiana University, 1985. 
 
Gray, George Buchanan. The Forms of Hebrew Poetry. New York: Ktav, 1972. 
 
Kugel, James L. The Idea of Biblical Poetry: Parallelism and Its History. New Haven: Yale 

University Press, 1981. 
 
Watson, W. G. E. Classical Hebrew Poetry: A Guide to Its Techniques. Sheffield: University 

of Sheffield Press, 1986. 
 
__________. Traditional Techniques in Classical Hebrew Verse. JSOTSup 170. Sheffield: 

Sheffield Academic, 1994. 
 
Yoder, Sanford Calvin. Poetry of the Old Testament. Scottdale: Herald Press, 1952. 
 
Other Works Helpful for Studying the Psalms 
 
Allen, Ronald B. Lord of Song. The Messiah Revealed in the Psalms. Portland: Multnomah, 

1985. 
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Anderson, Bernhard W. Out of the depths. The Psalms Speak for Us Today. Philadelphia: 
Westminster, 1970. 

 
Brueggemann, Walter. Israel’s Praise. Doxology against Idolatry and Ideology. Philadelphia: 

Fortress Press, 1988. 
 
__________. Praying the Psalms. Minnesota: St. Mary’s Press, 1993. 
 
Bullock, C. Hassell. Encountering the Book of Psalms. EBS. Grand Rapids: Baker, 2001. 
 
Crenshaw, James. Old Testament Wisdom: an introduction. Atlanta: John Knox Press, 1981. 
 
Day, John. Psalms. OTSG. Sheffield: JSOT Press, 1990. 
 
__________. Crying for Justice: What the Psalms Teach us about Mercy and Vengeance in 

an Age of Terrorism. Grand Rapids: Kregel, 2005. 
 
Eaton, J. H. Meditating on the Psalms.  Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 2005. 
 
Ellington, Scott A. Risking the Truth. Reshaping the World through Prayers of Lament, 

PTMS, Eugene: Pickwick, 2008. 
 
Firth, David G. Surrendering Retribution in the Psalms, Milton-Keynes: Paternoster, 2005. 
 
Firth, David G., and Philip Johnston, eds. Interpreting the Psalms: Issues and Approaches. 

Nottingham: IVP, 2005. 
 
Flint, Peter, and Patrick Miller (eds.), The Book of Psalms. Composition and Reception, 

Leiden: Brill, 2005. 
 
Floysvik, Ingvar. When God Becomes My Enemy. The Theology of the Complaint Psalms. St 

Louis: Concordia Academic Press, 1998. 
 
Foster, Robert L., and David M. Howard (eds.), “My Words Are Lovely”: Studies in the 

Rhetoric of the Psalms, New York: T. & T. Clark, 2008. 
 
Futato, Mark David. Transformed by Praise. The purpose and message of the Psalms. 

Phillipsburg: Presbyterian and Reformed, 2002. 
 
__________. Interpreting the Psalms. An exegetical handbook. HOTE. Grand Rapids: 

Kregel, 2007. 
 
Gerstenberger, Eerhard. Psalms. Parts I and II. FOTL. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1988 and 

2001. 
 
Gillingham, Susan E. The Poems and Psalms of the Hebrew Bible. Oxford: OUP, 1994. 
 
Grogan, Geoffrey W. Prayer, Praise and Prophecy: A Theology of the Psalms. Fearn: 

Christian Focus Publications, 2001. 
 
Gunkel, Hermann. An Introduction to Psalms. The Genres of Religious Lyric of Israel. 

Marcon: Mercer University Press, 1998. 
 
Holladay, William Lee. The Psalms through three thousand years. Prayerbook of a cloud of 

witnesses. Minneapolis: Fortress, 1993. 
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Howard, David M. The Structure of Psalms 95-100, Winona Lake: Eisenbrauns, 1997. 
 
________ ‘Recent Trends in Psalms Study’, in The Face of Old Testament Studies.  A 

Survey of Contemporary Approaches, edited by David W Baker and Bill T Arnold, 
Grand Rapids: Baker, 1999, 329-68. 

 
Kraus, Hans-Joachim. Theology of the Psalms. Minneapolis: Augsburg, 1986. 
 
Lewis, C. S. Reflections of the Psalms. New York: Harcourt, Brace and World, 1958. 
 
Limburg, James. ‘Psalms, Book of’, in Anchor Bible Dictionary, David N Freedman, editor. 

New York: Doubleday, 1992, vol. 5, 522-36. 
 
Longman, Tremper. How to Read the Psalms. Downers Grove: IVP, 1988. 
 
McCann, J. Clinton. A Theological Introduction to the Book of Psalms. The Psalms as Torah. 

Nashville: Abingdon, 1993. 
 
_________. The Shape and Shaping of the Psalter. Sheffield: JSOT Press, 1993. 
 
Mays, James L. The Lord Reigns: A Theological Handbook to the Psalms. Louisville: 

Westminster/John Knox, 1994. 
 
Mays, James Luther, Patrick D. Miller, and Gene M. Tucker. Preaching  and Teaching the 

Psalms. Louisville: Westminster John Knox, 2006. 
 
Matitiahu, Tsevat. A Study of the Language of the Biblical Psalms, Philadelphia: Society of 

Biblical Literature, 1955. 
 
Miller, Patrick. They Cried to the Lord.  Minneapolis: Fortress, 1995. 
 
__________, ed. The Psalms & the Life of Faith / Walter Brueggemann, Minneapolis: 

Fortress Press, 1995. 
 
Mowinckel, Sigmund. The Psalms in Israel’s Worship. 2 Vols. Nashville: Abingdon, 1962. 
 
Murphy, Roland E. The Gift of the Psalms. Peabody: Hendrickson, 2000. 
 
Peterson, Eugene H. Where Your Treasure Is. Psalms that Summon You from Self to 

Community. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1993. 
 
________. Answering God. The Psalms as Tools for Prayer. New York: HarperCollins, 1989. 
 
Reid, Stephen Breck, ed. Psalms and Practice: Worship, Virtue, and Authority. Collegeville: 

The Liturgical Press, 2001. 
 
Robinson, Theodore H. The Poetry of the Old Testament. London: Gerald Duckworth, 1960. 
 
Sarna, Nahum M. On the Book of Psalms: Exploring the Prayers of Ancient Israel. New 

York: Schocken Books, 1993. 
 
Seybold, Klaus. Introducing the Psalms, Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 1990. 
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Tomes, Roger. “I Have Written to the King My Lord”. Secular Analogies for the Psalms, 
Sheffield: Sheffield Phoenix Press, 2005. 

 
Wenham, Gordon J. Psalms as Torah, Grand Rapids: Baker, 2012. 
 
Westermann, Claus. The Psalms. Structure, Content & Message. Minneapolis: Augsburg, 

1980.  
 
__________, Praise and Lament in the Psalms. Atlanta, GA: John Knox, 1981. 
 
Whybray, Norman. Reading the Psalms as a Book. Cornell: Cornell University Press, 1999. 
 
Wilson, Gerald. The Editing of the Hebrew Psalter. Chico: Scholars, 1985. 
 
Witvliet, John D. The Biblical Psalms in Christian Worship. A Brief Introduction and Guide to 

Resources. Calvin Institute of Christian Worship Liturgical Studies. Grand Rapids: 
Eerdmans, 2007. 

 
Zenger, Eric. A God of Vengeance? Understanding the Psalms of Divine Wrath. Louisville: 

Westminster John Knox Press, 1996. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


