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123.615 Eighth Century Prophets

Course Assessment and Delivery Outline

Campus: Distance Learning Semester 2, 2015

NQF Level: 6, 15 credits

CONTENT OVERVIEW

a)

Introduction to Old Testament prophecy and prophetic language.

Theology and themes in eighth century prophecy with special reference to Amos.
Issues relating to the understanding and interpretation of Amos.

The contribution of prophecy, and eighth century prophecy in particular, to Old
Testament ethics.

Exegetical method as patrticularly related to Hebrew prophetic language.

Detailed exegesis from the English or Hebrew text of Amos 1-9.

Hermeneutical issues arising from the above material and procedures.

ASSESSMENT TASKS AND DUE DATES

English Option:

AP 2015

Note that the standard English Bible text for essays is either the NRSV or the NIV 2011
edition.

1.

Online Discussion Forums

Learning Outcomes 3,5

Due Dates 11:55pm Sunday, end of semester weeks 2, 4, 6, 8,
10, 12

Percentage Weighing 20%

Length 1500 words in total

In six lessons, you will find assessment exercises that require you to post a reading
reflection of 200 words on the Online Discussion Forum for that lesson. The readings
are articles from the Southwestern Journal of Theology 38 (1995) and the Bible. In
addition to those postings, for each assessment exercise you are required to make at
least one further posting of at least 50 words, which interacts with what your online
tutor and other students have said. The interaction responses must be posted within
seven calendar days of the due date for the initial posting.

Thematic Essay

Learning outcomes 1,34

Due Date 11:55pm Sunday, end of semester week 7
Percentage weighting 40%

Length 2000 words

Write a 2000 word essay on one of the following themes. Within that, include a brief
(no more than 200 words) comment on the relevance of the theme to the Church
today.

e The basis of the call for justice in the eighth century prophets, with
suggestions on the sense in which that call might function as a paradigm for
our own day.

e The theme of covenant in the eighth century prophets.



¢ Amos’ vision for the surrounding nations as reflected in his oracles uttered
against those nations.

3. Exegetical Essay

Learning Outcomes 2,3,4,5

Due Date 11:55pm Sunday, end of study week 1
Percentage Weighing 40%

Length 2500 words

Write a 2500 word exegetical essay on the English text of Amos 8. As well as giving
attention to key words and phrases, significant grammatical and syntactical
constructions, and (where applicable) important textual or translational points, your
exegesis of the passage should identify the setting, main literary features, and key
themes in the context of the book of Amos, and indicate how the word of God in Amos
may become the word of God today.

Hebrew Option:

Note that the Hebrew text for all translation and exegesis is Biblical Hebraica
Stuttgartensia Stuttgart: Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft, 1969/77.

1. Online Conferencing Tutorials

Learning Outcomes 6

Due Dates To be set by tutor in weeks 2, 4, 6, 8, 10, 12
Percentage Weighting 20%

Word Count As specified below

This assessment consists of two parts:

a) Six live Hebrew tutorials
You will participate in six audio tutorials with your Hebrew tutor where you will read
from the Hebrew text and discuss textual and grammatical insights. These
sessions will be based around set passages in Amos and will operate live using
Laidlaw’s Adobe Connect Pro online conferencing tool. Your tutor will advise you
of the details of these tutorials. To best participate in these online tutorial, you will
need a web cam and a headset with microphone. To access the tutorials, you will
not need specialised software, you only need click on a link given on Moodle.

b) Two translations from the Hebrew Text of Amos
For two of the six tutorials you will submit written critical translations, as indicated
in the learning guide.

2. Thematic Essay

Learning outcomes 1,34

Due Date 11:55pm Sunday, end of week 7
Percentage weighting 40%

Length 2000 words

Write a 2000 word essay on one of the following themes. Within that, include a brief
(no more than 200 words) analysis of the relevance of the theme to the church today.
e The basis of the call for justice in the eighth century prophets, with
suggestions on the sense in which that call might function as a paradigm for
our own day.
e The theme of covenant in the eighth century prophets.
e Amos’ vision for the surrounding nations as reflected in his oracles uttered
against those nations.

3. Exegetical Essay and Translation
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Learning Outcomes 2,3,4,5,6

Due Date 11:55pm Sunday, end of Study Week 1
Percentage Weighing 40%
Length 2000 words

This assignment consists of two parts:
a. Write your own translation of the Hebrew text of Amos 8. Footnotes should highlight

any major textual variants. The translation section does not count towards the
word count of the essay.

AND
b. Write a 2000 word exegetical essay on the Hebrew text of Amos 8. As well as giving

attention to key words and phrases, significant grammatical and syntactical
constructions, and (where applicable) important textual or translational points, your
exegesis of the passage should identify the setting, main literary features, and key
themes in the context of the book of Amos, and indicate how the word of God in
Amos may become the word of God today.

CRITERIA FOR ASSESSMENT

English Option:

1. Online Discussion Forums
Before beginning your first online discussion, please see the grading grid (rubric) on the
“online discussion grading guide and indicative mid-semester feedback” for further details
on how these criteria will be applied.

Engagement with material
Constructive engagement with others
Structure and presentation
Timeliness

2. Thematic Essay

Coverage of relevant content

Clarity of understanding

Integration of ideas

Coherence, development and presentation of argument

Depth of critical analysis and reflection

Breadth and quality of reading and research, utilisation of appropriate resources
Communication and presentation: clarity, format, spelling and grammar
Referencing: annotation and bibliography

3. Exegetical Essay

Textual: Key issues of translation and textual variation are identified.

Literary: The methods by which meaning is conveyed are discerned.

Context: The passage is understood in terms of its literary and historical context.
Critical Discernment: The major exegetical issues are selected and discussed.
Significance: The contribution of the passage towards a wider message is
perceived.

Integration and Reading: The insights of scholars are integrated into the treatment.
Style and Organisation: The argument is illumined by a clear structure.
Communication and presentation: Accurate and fluent use of English (spelling and

grammar), format.

Referencing: Appropriate footnote and bibliographic conventions are used.

Hebrew Option:

1. Online Conferencing Tutorials
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Participation: Quality of participation in the tutorials, including timely presentation of
translation samples and insightfulness in discussion.

Accurate Translation: That the translation is true to the Hebrew text, yet appropriate
for English speech today.

Critical Notes: That the translation is well supported with notes.

Textual Analysis: Key textual issues, such as syntactical constructions and
manuscript variants, are identified and incorporated into the translation.

2. Thematic Essay

Coverage of relevant content

Clarity of understanding

Integration of ideas

Coherence, development and presentation of argument

Depth of critical analysis and reflection

Breadth and quality of reading and research, utilisation of appropriate resources
Communication and presentation: clarity, format, spelling and grammar
Referencing: annotation and bibliography

3. Exegetical Essay and Translation

Accurate Translation: That the translation is true to the Hebrew text, yet appropriate
for English speech today.

Critical Notes: That the translation is well supported with notes.

Textual Analysis: Key textual issues, such as syntactical constructions and
manuscript variants, are identified and incorporated into the translation and
exegesis.

Literary: The methods by which meaning is conveyed are discerned.

Context: The passage is understood in terms of its literary and historical context.
Critical Discernment: The major exegetical issues are selected and discussed.
Significance: The contribution of the passage towards a wider message is
perceived.

Integration and Reading: The insights of scholars are integrated into the treatment.
Style and Organisation: The argument is illumined by a clear structure.
Communication and presentation: Accurate and fluent use of English (spelling and
grammar), format.

Referencing: Appropriate footnote and bibliographic conventions are used.

LEARNING HOURS (English option)

a)
b)
C)
d)

Work on learning guide: 36 hours
Online Forum Discussions: 25 hours
Thematic Essay: 44 hours
Exegetical Essay: 45 hours
TOTAL: 150 hours

LEARNING HOURS (Hebrew option)

a)
b)
C)
d)
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TEXTBOOK:

The textbook for this course is:

Smith, Gary V. The NIV Application Commentary: Hosea/Amos/Micah. Grand Rapids:
Zondervan, 2001.

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Students enrolling in the Hebrew option are required to have the Logos Original Languages
edition. HALOT is also highly recommended.

Old Testament Studies
Armerding, Carl Edwin. The Old Testament and Criticism. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1983.

Barton, John. Reading the Old Testament: Method in Biblical Study, 2" Ed. London: Darton
Longman and Todd, 1996.

Goldingay, John. Approaches to Old Testament Interpretation, Rev.Ed. Leicester: Apollos, 1990.

Kaiser, Walter. C. and Lyman Rand Tucker. Toward Rediscovering the Old Testament. Grand
Rapids: Zondervan, 1987.

Interpretative Method

Stuart, Douglas K. Old Testament Exegesis: A Handbook for Students and Pastors. Louisvilley,Ky.:
Westminster John Knox Press, 2009. (Available as an EBook)

Hayes, John H., and Carl R. Holloday. Biblical Exegesis: A Beginner's Handbook. Louisville, Ky.:
Westminster John Knox Press, 2007

Introductions to Amos
Auld, A. Graeme. Amos. Sheffield;: JSOT Press, 1986.

Byargeon, Rick W. “Amos, The Man and His Times.” SWJT 38,1 (Fall 1995): 4-10. (Available
EBSCO)

Hasel, Gerhard. F. Understanding the Book of Amos. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1991.
Hayes, John Haralson. Amos: His Times and His Preaching. Nashville: Abingdon, 1988.

Johnson, Rick. “Prepare to Meet the Lion: The Message of Amos.” SWJT 38,1 (Fall 1995): 20-28.
(Available EBSCO)

Prévost, Jean-Pierre. How to Read the Prophets. Trans. J. Bowden. London: SCM, 1996.

van der Woude, A. S. “Three Classical Prophets: Amos, Hosea and Micah.” In Israel’'s Prophetic
Tradition: Essays in Honour of Peter R. Ackroyd. Eds. D.P. Thomson, R.J. Coggins, Anthony
Phillips, and Michael A. Knibb. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1982.

Hypertext Resource (see learning guide for access information)

Bulkeley, Tim. Amos. Hypertext Bible Commentary on CD-ROM; Auckland: Hypertext Bible
Project, 2005.
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Commentaries on Amos

Achtemeier, Elizabeth Rice. Minor Prophets |. NIBC 17; Peabody/Carlisle:
Hendrickson/Paternoster, 1996.

Andersen, Francis. |. and David Noel Freedman. Amos: A New Translation with Notes and
Commentary. AB 24A; New York: Doubleday, 1989.

Clements, Roy. Where Love and Justice Meet, the Truth of Amos for Today. BST; Leicester: IVP,
1990.

Hubbard, David Allan. Joel and Amos: An Introduction and Commentary. TOTC; Leicester: IVP,
1989.

Jeremias, Jorg. The Book of Amos: A Commentary. OTL; Louisville: Westminster John Knox,
1998.

King, Philip. J. Amos, Hosea, Micah: An Archaeological Commentary. Philadelphia: Westminster,
1988.

Mays, James Luther. Amos. OTL; London: SCM, 1969.

Paul, Shalom. M. Amos: A Commentary on the Book of Amos. Hermeneia; Minneapolis: Fortress
Press, 1991.

Smith, Gary V. Amos: A Commentary. Grand Rapids: Regency Reference Library, 1989.

, Hosea, Amos, Micah: From Biblical Text to Contemporary Life. NIVAC; Grand Rapids:
Zondervan, 2001.

Stuart, Douglas. Hosea-Jonah. WBC 31. Waco: Word Books, 1987.
Sweeney, Marvin A. The Twelve Prophets, Vol 1. Berit Olam. Collegeville: Liturgical, 2000.

Specific Verses in Amos (All available EBSCO)

Dunne, John A. “David’'s Tent as Temple in Amos 9:11-15: Understanding the Epilogue of Amos
and Considering Implications for the Unity of the Book.” WTJ 73 (2011): 363-74. (Available
EBSCO)

Irwin, Brian. “Amos 4:1 and the Cows of Bashan on Mount Samaria: A Reappraisal.” CBQ 74
(2012): 231-46.

Noonan, Benjamin J. “There and Back Again: ‘Tin’ or ‘Lead’ in Amos 7:7-9?” VT 63 (2013): 299-
307.

Nwaoru, Emmanuel O. “A Fresh Look at Amos 4:1-3 and Its Imagery.” VT 59 (2009): 460-74.

Shveka, Avi. “ ‘For a Pair of Shoes’: A New Light on an Obscure Verse in Amos’ Prophecy” VT 62
(2012): 95-114.

Old Testament Prophecy

Bright, John. Covenant and Promise: The Future in Preaching of the Pre-exilic Prophets. London:
SCM, 1977.

Clements, R. E. Prophecy and Covenant. London: SCM, 1965.
, Prophecy and Tradition. Oxford: Basil Blackwell, 1975.

Harrison, R. K. Introduction to the Old Testament: With a Comprehensive Review of Old
Testament Studies and a Special Supplement on the Apocrypha. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans,
1969, 741-63.

Petersen, David L., ed. Prophecy in Israel. London: SPCK, 1987.
, The Role of Israel’'s Prophets. Sheffield: JSOT Press, 1981.
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Porter, J. R. “The Origins of Prophecy in Israel.” In Israel's Prophetic Tradition: Essays in Honour
of Peter R. Ackroyd. Eds. D.P. Thomson, R.J. Coggins, Anthony Phillips, and Michael A.
Knibb. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1982.

Thomson, D.P., R.J. Coggins, Anthony Phillips, and Michael A. Knibb, Eds. Israel's Prophetic
Tradition: Essays in Honour of Peter R. Ackroyd. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press,
1982.

Tucker, G. M. “Prophecy and Prophetic Literature.” In The Hebrew Bible and its Modern
Interpreters. Eds. Douglas A. Knight, and Gene M. Tucker. Philadelphia: Fortress Press,
1985.

von Rad, Gerhard. Old Testament Theology: The Theology of Israel’s Historical Traditions. 2 vols.
Edinburgh: Oliver & Boyd, 1962; 1965.

The Nature of Old Testament Prophecy (All available EBSCO)

Auld, G. “Prophets through the Looking Glass.” JSOT 27 (1983): 3-23. With responses from
Carroll and Williamson.

Overholt, T. W. “Prophecy in History: The Social Reality of Intermediation.” JSOT 48 (1990): 3-29.
With responses from Carroll and Auld.

Links with New Testament Prophecy

Gillespie, Thomas W. The First Theologians: A Study in Early Christian Prophecy. Grand Rapids:
Eerdmans, 1994.

Grudem, Wayne A. The Gift of Prophecy in the New Testament and Today. Wheaton: Crossway,
2000.

Hawthorne, Gerald F. “The Role of Christian Prophets in the Gospel Tradition.” Pages 119-33 in
Gerald F. Hawthorne and Otto Betz (eds). Tradition and Interpretation in the New Testament:
Essays in Honor of E. Earle Ellis for his 60" Birthday. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1987.

Hill, Clifford. Prophecy Past and Present. Crowborough: Highland Books, 1989.
Houston, Graham. Prophecy Now. Leicester: IVP, 1989.

Hui, Archie. “The Spirit of Prophecy and Pauline Pneumatology.” TynB 50 No. 1 (1999): 93-116.
(Available EBSCO.)

Smith, James K. A. “The Closing of the Book: Pentecostals, Evangelicals and the Sacred Writings.”
JPT 11 (1997): 49-71. (Available EBSCO.)

The Nations in Prophecy
Barton, John. Amos’ Oracles Against the Nations. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1980.

Carroll R., M. Daniel. “God and His People in the Nations’ History: A Contextualised Reading of
Amos 1-2.” TynB 47 No. 1 (1996): 39-70. (Available EBSCO.)

Davies, G. |. “The Destiny of the Nations.” The Book of Isaiah: Les Oracles et Leurs Relectures
Unite et Complexite de l'ouvrage. Ed. J. Vermeylen. Leuven: Uitgeverij Peeters, 1989.

Hall, Kevin. “Listen Up People! The Lion Has Roared: A Study of Amos 1-2.” SWJT 38 No. 1 (Fall
1995): 11-19. (Available EBSCO.)

Hayes, John H. “The Usage of Oracles Against Foreign Nations in Ancient Israel.” JBL 87 No. 1
(1968): 81-92. (Available EBSCO.)

van Winkle, D. W. “The Relationship of the Nations to Yahweh and to Israel in Isaiah XL-LX.” VT
35 No. 4 (1985): 446-58.
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Hebrew Poetry

Klein, William W., Craig. L. Blomberg, and Robert L. Hubbard. Introduction to Biblical
Interpretation. Dallas: Word, 1993, ch. 7.

Watson, Wilfred G. E. Classical Hebrew Poetry. Sheffield: JSOT Press, 1984.

Amos and the Cult
Barstad, Hans M. The Religious Polemics of Amos. Leiden: Brill, 1984.

Clements, R. E. “Amos and the Politics of Israel.” In Old Testament Prophecy, From Oracles to
Canon. Louisville: Westminster John Knox Press, 1996.

Polley, Max E. Amos and the Davidic Empire: A Socio-Historical Approach. New York: Oxford
University, 1989.

Traditions in Amos

Bramer, Stephen. J. “The Literary Genre of the Book of Amos.” BibSac 156 (1999): 42-60.
(Available EBSCO.)

Cox, Gavin. “The ‘Hymn’ of Amos: An Ancient Flood Narrative.” JSOT 38.1 (2013): 81-108.
McLaughlin, John L. “Is Amos (Still) among the Wise?” JBL 133.2 (2014): 281-303.

Terrien, S. “Amos and Wisdom.” In Israel's Prophetic Heritage: Essays in Honor of James
Muilenbur. . Eds. Bernhard W. Anderson, and Walter Harrelson. London: SCM, 1962.

Whybray, R. N. “Prophecy and Wisdom.” In Israel's Prophetic Tradition: Essays in Honour of Peter
R. Ackroyd. Eds. D.P. Thomson, R.J. Coggins, Anthony Phillips, and Michael A. Knibb.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1982.

Structure and Composition

Clements, R. E. “Patterns in the Prophetic Canon.” In Canon and Authority: Essays in Old
Testament Religion and Theology. Eds. George. W. Coats, and Burke O. Long. Philadelphia:
Fortress Press, 1977, 42-55.

Gordis, Robert. “The Composition and Structure of Amos.” In Poets, Prophets and Sages: Essays
in Biblical Interpretation. London: Indiana University Press, 1971.

House, Paul. R. The Unity of the Twelve. Sheffield: JSOT Press, 1990.
van der Wal, Adri. “The Structure of Amos.” JSOT 26 (1983): 107-13. (Available EBSCO.)

Prophetic Call Narratives
Habel, Norman “The Form and Significance of the Call Narratives.” ZAW 77 (1965): 297-323.

Mayes, A. D. H. “Prophecy and Society in Israel.” Of Prophets’ Visions and the Wisdom of Sages:
Essays in Honour of R. Norman Whybray on his Seventieth Birthday. Eds. Mckay, Heather
A. ,David J.A. Clines and R.N. Whybray. Sheffield: JSOT Press, 1993.

von Rad, Gerhard. The Message of the Prophets. San Francisco: Harper and Row, 1965, ch. 3.
Westermann, Claus. Basic Forms of Prophetic Speech. London: Lutterworth Press, 1967.

Justice in Eighth Century Prophecy
Chaney, M. L. “Bitter Bounty, The Dynamics of Political Economy Critiqued by the Eighth-Century
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Prophets.” In The Bible and Liberation: Political and Social Hermeneutics. Eds. Richard A.
Horsley and Norman K. Gottwald. Maryknoll: Orbis Books, 1993.

Mays, J. L. “Justice: Perspectives from the Prophetic Tradition.” In Prophecy in Israel: Search for
an ldentity. Ed. David L. Petersen. London: SPCK, 1987.

Scott, Robert Balgarnie Young The Relevance of the Prophets. London: MacMillan, 1968.

Old Testament Ethics
Barton, John Ethics and the Old Testament. London: SCM, 1998.

Birch, Bruce C. Let Justice Roll Down: The Old Testament, Ethics and Christian Life. Louisville:
Westminster/John Knox, 1991.

Brueggemann, Walter. Interpretation and Obedience: From Faithful Reading to Faithful Living
Minneapolis: Fortress, 1999.

Green, Gene. L. “The Use of the Old Testament for Christian Ethics in 1 Peter.” TynBul 41 (1990):
276-89. (Available EBSCO.)

Janzen, Waldemar. Old Testament Ethics: A Paradigmatic Approach. Louisville: Westminster/John
Knox Press, 1994.

Jones, David Clyde. Biblical Christian Ethics. Grand Rapids: Baker Books, 1994.
Kaiser, Walter C. Toward Old Testament Ethics. Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1983.

Marshall, C. D. M. “The Use of the Bible in Ethics.” in Voices for Justice: Church, Law, and State in
New Zealand. Ed. Jonathan Boston and Alan Cameron. Palmerston North: Dunmore Press,
1994,

Marshall, I. H. “Using the Bible in Ethics.” In Essays in Evangelical Social Ethics. Ed. David F.
Wright. London: Paternoster, 1978.

Wright, Christopher J. H. “The Ethical Authority of the Old Testament: A Survey of Approaches.”
TynBul 43 No. 2 (1992): 203-32.

Living as the People of God: The Relevance of Old Testament Ethics. Leicester: IVP,
1983.

Eschatology and Hope

Bulkeley, Tim. “The Book of Amos and the Day of YHWH.” Colloquium 45.2 (2013): 154-69.
(Available EBSCO.)

Gowan, Donald E. Eschatology in the Old Testament. Edinburgh: T & T Clark, 1987.

Hasel, Gerhard F. The Remnant: The History and Theology of the Remnant Idea from Genesis to
Isaiah. Berrien Springs: Andrews University Press, 1980 c1974.

Hoffmann, Yair. “The Day of the Lord as a Concept and Term in the Prophetic Literature.” ZAW 93
(1981): 37-50. (Available EBSCO.)

Hubbard, David Allan. “Hope in the Old Testament.” TynBul 34 (1983): 33-60. (Available EBSCO.)

Mulzac, Kenneth D. “Amos 5:18-20 in its Exegetical and Theological Context.” Asia Journal of
Theology 16 (2002): 286-300. (Available EBSCO.)

Smelik, Klass A. D. “The Meaning of Amos V 18-20.” VT 36 (1986): 246-48. (Available EBSCO.)

Theology of Jerusalem

Clements, R. E. Isaiah and the Deliverance of Jerusalem: A Study of the Interpretation of Prophecy
in the Old Testament Text. Sheffield: JSOT Press, 1980.
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Hayes, John. H. “The Tradition of Zion’s Inviolability.” JBL 82 (1963): 419-26. (Available EBSCO.)

Roberts, J. J. M. “The Davidic Origin of the Zion Tradition.” JBL 92 (1973): 329-44. (Available
EBSCO.)

Preaching the Prophets
Beyer, Douglas. “Preaching from Amos.” SWJT 38 (1995): 36-42.
Brueggemann, Walter. Hopeful Imagination. Philadelphia: Fortress Press, 1986.

, Using God's Resources Wisely, Isaiah and Urban Possibility. Louisville: Westminster
John Knox, 1993.

Griedenhaus, Sydney. The Modern Preacher and the Ancient Text. Leicester: IVP, 1988.

Smith, Gary. V. The Prophets as Preachers: An Introduction to the Hebrew Prophets. Nashville:
Broadman and Holman, 1994.
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