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CONTENT OVERVIEW

This course will engage the student in detailed exegesis of the English [or the Hebrew] text of
selected parts of the Pentateuch, as well as studies in the theology of the Pentateuch with
particular focus on the book of Deuteronomy. This course is intended to impress upon the student
the theological richness of the Pentateuch, its literary artistry and sophistication, and the profound
and powerful manner in which it speaks to the human condition (today).

Pentateuch overview; its theological ideas, themes and narrative flow.

Critical approaches to the Pentateuch and the current state of research.

Introduction and overview of Genesis and exegesis of selected passages.

Introduction and overview of Exodus and the exegesis of selected passages
Introduction and overview of Leviticus and Numbers.

Introduction and overview of Deuteronomy and examination of key themes.

Exegesis of selected passages of Deuteronomy and its theological influence on the Old
Testament.
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ASSESSMENT SCHEDULE

English Option:

Assessment Word count % Final Grade | Due Date

Topic Report 800 words 15% Saturday 8 August
Exegetical Essay 3,000 words 45% Saturday 19 Sept
Topical Essay 3,000 words 40% Saturday 6 Nov
Hebrew Option

Assessment Word count % Final Grade | Due Date
Exegetical Essay 3,000 words 45% Saturday 19 Sept
Critical Translation N/A 15% Saturday 31 Oct
Topical Essay 3,000 words 40% Saturday 6 Nov
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COURSE SCHEDULE

Week/Date | Topic Assessment Task
1 Introduction to the Pentateuch. Theme of
the Pentateuch
2 Critical Approaches to the Pentateuch.
The Current Staten of Pentateuch
Research
3 Introduction and Overview Gen 1-11. Topic Report due (English
Exegesis Gen 1:1 — 2:3 option)
4 Exegesis Gen 2:4 — 3:24. Exegesis Gen 4-
26
5 Introduction and Overview Gen 12-50.

Exegesis Gen 15

Intensives Week

6 Introduction and Overview Exodus.
Exegesis Exod 3:1 — 4:17

7 Exegesis Exod 19:1 — 20:17
8 Overview Leviticus and Numbers Exegetical Essay due
9 Overview Deuteronomy
Mid-Term Break
10 Themes in Deuteronomy
11 Exegesis Deut 5:1 — 6:25
12 Exegesis Deut 12:1-29. Exegesis Deut Critical translation due
18:9-21. (Hebrew option)
Study Week Topical Essay due
ASSESSMENT TASKS
English Option

Note that the standard English Bible text for essays is either the NRSV or the NIV 2011
edition.

1. Topic Report

Learning Outcomes 1,5

Due Dates 11.59pm Saturday 8 August
Percentage Weighting 15%

Length Maximum 800 words

Choose one topic from the list below. Read at least three of the articles on Moodle relevant
to the topic and prepare a report about the issue. The report should identify the key issues
that the articles address, critically assess the significance of the topic and point to the
implications of the topic for interpretation, theology or Christian practice. You will submit a
written copy of the report that uses normal academic writing conventions for assessment.

Choose one of the following;

The image of God in humanity
Human dominion over creation
The Fall and original sin
Humanity as male and female

ooop

CRITERIA FOR ASSESSMENT
o The key issues relevant to the topic are clearly identified
e The significance of the topic and its implications for interpretation, theology or
Christian practice is pinpointed
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e The report shows good ability to critically evaluate scholarly argument
o Written Communication and Presentation: Clarity, format, spelling, grammar,
annotation and bibliography

2. Exegetical Essay

Learning Outcomes 2,3,4,5

Due Dates 11.59pm Saturday 19 September
Percentage Weighing 45%

Length 3000

Write an exegetical essay with a brief application to contemporary life on one of the
following:

a. Genesis 4:1-16.

b. Exodus 6:1-13

c. Deuteronomy 4:1-20

d. Deuteronomy 30:1-20

Please see the assessment section of the course materials for further details on what is
expected in an exegetical essay.

CRITERIA FOR ASSESSMENT

Appropriate exegetical methods used

Widespread utilisation of appropriate tools and resources

Clarity and depth of critical analysis

High level of exegetical competence demonstrated in handling the text
Communication and Presentation: Clarity, format, spelling, grammar; Annotation
and bibliography.

3. Topical Essay

Learning outcomes 1,2,4,5

Due Date 11.59pm, Saturday 6 November
Percentage weighting 40%

Length 3000 words

Write a topical essay on one of the following:

a. Evaluate the critical approaches to the Pentateuch and identify with clear reasoning
what you consider the best basis for interpreting it today.

b. Superficially scientific explanations for the origins of our world and humanity and those
offered in the first two chapters of Genesis conflict. Analyse the key issues and identify
the best way for Christians to read and apply Genesis 1-2 in contemporary life.

c. Ciritically analyse the promises God gave to Abraham and their significance in the
Pentateuch. In what ways might the promises apply to contemporary life?

d. Ciritically assess the significance of the 10 commandments within their context and
discuss their relevance for contemporary Christian and human life.

e. Analyse critically Deuteronomy’s picture of Israel as the people of God and evaluate if
and how it might be applied to contemporary Christians.

f. Analyse critically the concept of “Holy War” in Deuteronomy and discuss its applicability
to contemporary Christian life.

g. Thisis atwo part question. First, analyse critically the issues that need to be addressed
when planning to preach from the Pentateuch. Second, choose one genre (e.g. law)
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and demonstrate with specific examples how the ancient text might speak to
contemporary life.

CRITERIA FOR ASSESSMENT

Extensive coverage of relevant content

Advanced Integration of ideas and development of argument

Evidence of in-depth and perceptive critical reflection

Widespread Reading and Research

Communication and presentation: clarity, format, spelling and grammar; annotation
and bibliography.

Hebrew Option

Note that the Hebrew text for all translation and exegesis is Biblical Hebraica Stuttgartensia
Stuttgart: Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft, 1969/77.

2.

Exegetical Essay

Learning Outcomes 2,3,4,5,6

Due Dates 11.59pm Saturday 19 September
Percentage Weighing 45%

Length 3000

This essay has two parts:

a) Write your own formal translation of the one of the passages listed below. Footnote
significant translational issues, such as, word choices, grammatical constructions or
textual variants. The translation will not count toward the word limit for the essay.

b) Write an exegetical essay. See the assessment section for further details on what is
expected in an exegetical essay.

Choose one of the following:

a) Genesis 4:1-7.
b) Exodus 6:2-8
c) Deuteronomy 4:1-8
d) Deuteronomy 30:1-7

CRITERIA FOR ASSESSMENT

Appropriate exegetical methods used

Widespread utilisation of appropriate tools and resources

Accuracy of translation and demonstration of the critical application of language
insights to the exegetical task with discussion.

Clarity and depth of critical analysis

High level exegetical competence demonstrated in handling the text
Communication and presentation: clarity, format, spelling, grammar; annotation and
bibliography.

Hebrew Tutorials and Critical Translation.

Learning outcome: 6
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Due Dates Tutorial dates to be advised. Translation is due 11:59PM Saturday
31 October
Percentage weighting  15%

a. You will attend and participate in 10 weekly tutorials where the group will read from the
Hebrew text and discuss textual and grammatical insights. These sessions will be based
around set passages in Genesis and Deuteronomy and will take place at a time that is
suitable to all students taking the Hebrew option.

b. You will prepare and submit a critical translation of a text from the Hebrew Bible. This
translation must include footnotes supporting your translation choices and discussing
matters raised in the critical apparatus of BHS. The translation and participation in the
tutorials will make up 15% of your overall grade

CRITERIA FOR ASSESSMENT

e Accurate Translation: That the translation is true to the Hebrew text.

e Critical Notes: That the translation is well supported with critically insightful notes.

e Critical Textual Analysis: Key textual issues, such as syntactical constructions and
manuscript variants, are critically evaluated and, as appropriate, incorporated into
the translation.

¢ Communication and Presentation: Clarity, format, spelling, grammar; annotation
and bibliography.

3. Topical Essay

Learning outcomes 1,2,4,5

Due Date 11.59pm, Saturday 6 November
Percentage weighting 40%

Length 3000 words

Write a topical essay on one of the following:

a) Evaluate the critical approaches to the Pentateuch and identify with clear reasoning what
you consider the best basis for interpreting it today.

b) Superficially scientific explanations for the origins of our world and humanity and those
offered in the first two chapters of Genesis conflict. Analyse critically the key issues and
identify the best way for Christians to read and apply Genesis 1-2 in contemporary life.

c) Critically analyse the promises God gave to Abraham and their significance in the
Pentateuch. In what ways might the promises apply to contemporary life?

d) Ciritically assess the significance of the 10 commandments within their context and discuss
their relevance for contemporary Christian and human life.

e) Analyse critically Deuteronomy’s picture of Israel as the people of God and evaluate if and
how it might be applied to contemporary Christians.

f) Analyse critically the concept of “Holy War” in Deuteronomy and discuss its applicability to
contemporary Christian life.

g) This is a two part question. First, analyse critically the issues that need to be addressed
when planning to preach from the Pentateuch. Second, choose one genre (e.g. law) and
demonstrate with specific examples how the ancient text might speak to contemporary life.

CRITERIA FOR ASSESSMENT

e Extensive coverage of relevant content
e Advanced integration of ideas and development of argument
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e Evidence of in-depth and perceptive critical reflection
Widespread reading and research

e Communication and presentation: clarity, format, spelling and grammar; annotation
and bibliography.

LEARNING HOURS

Tutorials and preparation 50 Hours
Topical report/translation 15 Hours
Exegetical essay 45 Hours
Topical Essay 40 Hours
Total 150 Hours
TEXTBOOKS

There is no set text for this course. The following are particularly helpful and it would be
good for students to have access to some or all of them:

Not “required” but very helpful are:

Alexander, T. Desmond. From Paradise to the Promised Land. An Introduction to the Main
Themes of the Pentateuch. Second edition. Carlisle: Paternoster, 2002.

Vogt, Peter T. Interpreting the Pentateuch: An Exegetical Handbook. Grand Rapids: Kregal

Academic, 2009.
[Vogt has some helpful guidelines for interpreting and preaching the Pentateuch including a brief bibliography.
However, be warned that the book also reflects his American conservative, White Anglo-Saxon Protestant culture.]

Wenham, G. Exploring the Old Testament: Pentateuch. London: SPCK, 2003.
[Wenham is the required text for the Distance Learning Pentateuch course. Students who intend to buy a text book
should start with this one. It is very helpful.]
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NOTES

Secondary literature on the Pentateuch is voluminous and it is difficult to keep up. For this
reason | have put numerous articles and essays on Moodle. Students will benefit greatly
from using this material
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